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The	saw’s	at	hand	
At last month’s meeting Tom  Iovino showed us his dutch too chest.  This update from 
his blog at tomsworkbench.com finalizes that presentation: 

A few weeks ago,  I was lamenting the lack of a panel saw for 
my Dutch tool chest. 

Well, I’ve got that handled now…That’s because this ar-
rived from the folks at Pax Saws. They sent over one of 
their 22″ cross-
cut saws for the 
tool box to help 

round out my tool collection, and I have got to tell 
you, this is a very cool saw . 

 

First, I like the look and the feel of the handle. 
It’s a two-toned beech model, and it comes to 
the hand comfortably – far better than many of 
the other saws I have held over the years. The 
blade is a sweet piece of steel, the plate true and 
the teeth very sharp.  

Plus, with its smaller size, it will easily fit into 
my tool chest, something I was able to accomplish with a few pieces of pine and a couple of 
screws. It’s nice finally having the tool chest finished out – exactly one year to the date that I 
put the finish on it. If the tool chest serves me as well in the coming years as it has already, I’m 
going to enjoy my time with it. 
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Woodworkers Fighting Cancer 

Once again Marc Spagnuolo, the Wood Whisperer, has initiated his annual charity drive, 
Woodworkers Fighting Cancer.  This year he has enlisted the help of Steve Ramsey of Wood-
working for Mere Mortals, and they have each designed a toy chest which is this year’s pro-
ject.  Marc and Steve will each donate $5 to the charity for each person who completes one of 
the toy boxes and submits a picture of it to their websites.  Marc has several corporate spon-
sors who will also donate $5 for each completed project.  If you don’t want to build the box, 
there is an option to directly donate to the cause as well.  See  Marc’s website                    
http://www.thewoodwhisperer.com/videos/multi-function-toy-chest/ or Steve’s   
http://www.woodworkingformeremortals.com/  for details and to download the plans for free. 
 
I got involved a couple of years ago when Marc  sponsored a project with a rocking horse and 
a few of us built rocking horses and contributed to the event.  It’s a great charity and a great 
way to use your woodworking talents and tools to benefit a great cause.  After the box is built 
and the photo submitted, you can do what you like with the box.  We sold a couple of the 
Rocking horses and raffled of another and contributed those proceeds as well. 
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Pictures from 
the October 

2014 meeting 
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St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild 
Membership Application 

 
Date:_________ 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouses Name:___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________ 
 
Phone: (____)_______________ Business Phone: (____)________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
What types of woodworking interests you? 
___ Furniture Design ___ Carving ___Crafts ___Toys 
___Furniture Kits ___Turning ___Fret Work ___ Fine Furniture 
Other_________________________________________________________________ 
What Are you interested in learning about as a guild member? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
What type of presentations or demonstrations would you like to see at the monthly meetings? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Would you be willing to help with Guild functions and committees? Yes / No 
If yes, is there any specific committee that interests you? (See back) ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
A guild differs from a club because its members are dedicated to learning, sharing and teach-
ing. 
We thank you for your interest and hope that you will join our guild on share your interest in 
woodworking. 
Monthly meetings are held at Fellowship Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 4301 16th Street 
North,St. Petersburg, Fl. They take place at 7:00 P.M. on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Decemberis the exception. 
Membership year is April to December. Dues paid during April through November are $35.00 
Dues paid during November through November are $25.00. Dues of $35.00 paid in November 
or 
December will carry through to the end of the following year. Family memberships are $15.00 
each additional family member. Please make payment to : Chris Rau 
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St. Pete Woodcrafter’s Guild 
October 28, 2014 

 

President Dale Neff started tonight’s meeting at 7:10 PM. 
 
“A guild is different from a club in that the members are dedicated to teaching what 
they know and learning what they don’t.” 
 
Some members went to Heritage Village last weekend and they had a great time. 
There were lots of people present. 
 

Tonight’s Visitor: 
 

Fred Debian, a former member, had a nice shop when his dad was active and has some items he wants to 
get rid of. He has pictures of a variety of dust collectors and other things. He has tons of pen blanks, as 
well. Call him at:  727-409-5013  He is interested in rejoining the guild. 

 
Member Birnie McDonald has some medical issues, is closing up shop and is selling lots of equipment. Bill 
Murphy sent out an itemized e-mail of 15 different major items if you have an interest in any of the them. 
Other items are also available. Call Birnie. See the e-mail for his phone number. 
 
Dale asked who is doing a state fair project. Several people raised their hands. 
 
We have Guild Information handouts for the State Fair in February. It is highly recommended that you go to 
the judging. It’s a great education. Mike Fucile reported that the judge this year is Scott Rose who is well pub-
lished and well known. His cost is $1250 and there is a request for a guild donation to help cover his costs. 
Last year we contributed about $400. There are 5 guilds in the Tampa Bay region, and some of the guilds 
don’t participate in the woodworking competition. But most people thought the expense should be divided 
somewhat equally among the local guilds. There was a prolonged discussion about whether we should con-
tribute. Eventually a motion was made to contribute $300 for Scott Rose’s expenses. An entry to the competi-
tion can be older than one year as long as it has never been entered in the Fair before. The discussion was very 
long. 
 
Please make some items for the tables for the Christmas party. 
 
The “Green Challenge” is next month. Make an item from recycled material to qualify for the competition.  
 
Next month we will vote on new bylaws for the guild and will also vote on new officers for the guild. 
 
Dale hopes that next year we can have door prizes for those who bring show and tell items. 
 
A suggestion was made that we buy band saw blades in bulk to get a good price since so many of us have 
band saws. No decisions were made. 
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Do we want to have our guild picnic before Easter next year so our “snow birds” 
can come to the picnic before they go back north for the summer. A suggestion: 
How about the Saturday after our March meeting? No decision was finalized. 
 
Show and Tell 

Russell Leach showed a beautiful electric guitar that he made.  
 
Bruce Woody turned some “tooth fairy” boxes and bowls from various woods. 
Most will be donated to “Kids with Cancer.” Contact Jody Chapin for more in-
formation about the “Kids with Cancer” event that is coming up. 
 
Chris Rau had a manger scene that is a puzzle where the pieces are manger ani-
mals and people. He did not make it, however, he wants to use it as a pattern to 
make some more for the Christmas Party. 
 
Phil Noto had some doll beds for the Christmas Toy Shop and he has patterns 
for anyone who wants to make them. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Margolius had some turned bowls out of cherry and grapefruit.  

 

Break 
 
The 50-50 tickets sold amounted to $36 with an $18 split. 
 
Various items were sold on the silent auction. 
 
Our long time guild member Jim Flint was put on hospice and now is at home. His health is very poor. 
 

Presentation 
 
Tom Iovino made a Dutch Tool Chest and told us about it. It has a sloped lid to prevent you from putting any-
thing on top of it that would prevent you from opening it. He described all of the components. It is patterned 
after a Chris Schwartz design. He also described the tools he had in the chest and how they are held in place 
inside the chest. Very neat design. 
 
The meeting ended just before 9:00 PM. 
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Kids With Cancer Holiday Party 
 
Joe (Jody) Chapin reminds us that  besides being an active 
member of our guild, he is also on the board for The Kids With 
Cancer Holiday Party, and  they again this year are looking for 
donations of wood toys, puzzles, etc. to hand out to the kids at 
their Christmas party on either the 7th or 14th of December.  If 
you need contact information for Jody, drop me an email & I will 
be glad to give it to you. 

Next Meeting November 25,2014 
 

Elections of 2015 Officers 
 

Come and place your vote! 
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SketchUp Corner - November 2014  by Chuck Vroman 
 

In this month’s edition, we’ll explore the various icons/symbols used in SketchUp. 
We’ll cover the most commonly used icons and in future articles, I will cover ad-
ditional icons as we need them. 
Figure 1 shows the main icon menu which typically runs down the left side of the 
SketchUp window. You can move it, but I found this location to work fairly well. 
The menu is broken into groups of somewhat related items, except for the top 
group which I will describe first. The arrow is your cursor and will show this form 
until you select another icon by clicking once on its icon. When you finish draw-
ing something and you want to change icons, you can click on the next icon you 
want to use or select the arrow. If you’re not sure what you’re going to do next, 
always click on the arrow. If you don’t SketchUp will continue drawing another 
item. The gray shadow box to the right of the arrow is for “Making Component” 
which we’ll talk about in a separate article (it’s that important so it deserves its 
own article!). Below the arrow is a paint bucket used to fill in an object with color. 
Much faster than trying to use a brush. The pink eraser can be used to delete an 
item that you click on. 
The next group of icons you will use a lot, they are your main set of building 
blocks. The four icons down the left hand edge draw shapes, i.e. rectangles, cir-
cles, polygons, and wedges. The red line in each icon represents the places on 
your drawing when you click. For example, to draw a rectangle, click where you 
want the first corner, move the mouse to the opposite corner location and click 
again. If you want your rectangle to be a certain size, you can type in the dimen-
sions BEFORE you click the opposite corner of your rectangle. To make a rectan-
gle 36 inches by 48 inches, you would type in:   36”, 48”. Figure 2 shows what the 
rectangle looks like on your screen. On your drawing, the first number you enter 
follows the red axis and the second number follows the green axis. When you type 
in the dimensions, they appear in the lower right corner of the drawing area in the 
box labeled “Dimensions”. A similar process is used to draw circles, polygons, 
and wedges. 

The four items to the right 
of the shapes are your line drawing tools. These are straight and freehand lines, 
and two types of arcs. Two clicks identify a line, just like you learned in high 
school geometry. The primary difference here is that the computer “assumes” you 
want to draw another line from the end of first line. To stop drawing another line, 
hit the “ESC” key or click on the pointer (arrow) icon.  
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The arcs are for different purposes. The fatter arc icon is for drawing “bulging” icons, similar 
to the process of bending a tree branch into the shape of a bow (i.e. a bow like an archer would 
use in medieval times). Once the two “ends” of the bow are picked or drawn, you pull the 
“handle” of the bow in the direction you want the “bulge” to appear. The other arc icon is 
more like high school geometry class, where you know the radius of the arc. You click where 
the center of the circle would be, “draw” the radius, and then move the mouse cursor in the di-
rection you want the arc to go. You can also type in the number of degrees you want the arc to 
cover such as 45. 
Too much math for you?  Sorry about that, this is a perfect example of what your high school 
math teachers meant when you said “I will never use this stuff.......”. We haven’t even gotten 
to the three dimensional stuff yet... (Some of this is much easier to demonstrate than to explain 
on paper, stay tuned) 
The next group of icons is also very important. As you might guess, all of the red arrows indi-
cate what this group is all about: moving things. The four way arrow is your Move icon. Any-
thing you click on becomes “stuck” to your cursor and goes to the location you click. Here’s 
where additional warnings are needed. Remember our rectangle above? If you want to move 
the entire rectangle, which seems easy enough; click on the Move icon, click on a corner and 
move your rectangle. But that’s not what happened is it? You now have a distorted shape. To 
fix your rectangle, use the “Control Z” keyboard combination to “Undo” the Move. Since you 
selected a corner of your rectangle, SketchUp “assumed” you wanted to move only the corner. 
(We all know what “assume” means, right?) Even if you had clicked on an edge, SketchUp 
would have only moved that edge, changing the shape of your rectangle to something you 
probably didn’t want.  To remedy this, you need to take another step before you move your 
rectangle. For now, we will group the parts of the rectangle into a single object. 
Using the pointer tool (the arrow), click and drag your mouse to draw a box around your rec-
tangle, making sure the entire rectangle is inside the selection box. Once everything is select-
ed, right click on the highlighted parts and select “Make Group” from the menu. Now you can 
move your rectangle as described earlier, or you can use the other icons in this group. These 
are Rotate, Scale, Push/Pull, Follow Me, and Offset. As important as these icons are, I think 
we’ve covered enough ground for this month. Thanks for reading and we will use these icons 
to actually make something next month. 

“My ultimate legacy would be ‘Pay it Forward.’ Once you learn some skills, share 
it with others because we have to share these wonderful ideas for future genera-
tions. Woodworking is part of American society and it always will be.” Scott Phil-
lips – American Woodshop                                                                                                    
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33703-4425  

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 

 

  Check us out on the web at: 
 
 
http://stpetewoodguild.com/  
And on Facebook 


