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www.stpetewoodguild.com 
OFF-CUTS 
New and Old Friends 

 

I recently got a call from an old friend and Past President of the Guild, Jim 
Nelson. Jim was the guild president in 2002. Several years ago he had 
moved out to Tuscon, Arizona. He and his wife love it there as there are no 
threats of hurricanes or tornadoes and very little humidity.  He must have 
been a little nostalgic as he looked up our website to check on his old 
friends here in “ the ‘Burg “. On the website there is a link to our history 
with a list of our past presidents and benchmarks for our organization. Unfortunately, whoever 
compiled the list omitted his name and place in our history. I want to apologize to Jim for this 
omission and seek to make the correction.  
As Jim recanted some of the activities in his time, he also explained the root of his enthusiasm 
for the Guild. It seems that he was a somewhat lonely woodworker. No one else in his family, 
close acquaintances or neighbors but one was interested in the craft. The one neighbor that was 
a woodworker was secretive and elusive as to his projects and techniques. When Jim came 
across the St Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild he was thrilled to find a community of craftsmen 
openly encouraging the sharing of knowledge and experience. 
From that point onward Jim became an active member and an enthusiastic proponent of our 
Guild, eventually being elected President. He asked me to express his gratitude to the guild 
( you ) and extend greetings to his old friends. Thanks Jim. 
Last night I met a new friend, Bob Greenwood from Valrico. We had dinner and discussed the 
details of a project he has commissioned. After he described the desired layout, the why’s and 
how’s, etc. we discussed the selection of wood, the construction, embellishments and options. 
While Bob is fairly well versed in our craft he felt he lacked the tool, the expertise and the con-
fidence to execute the trickiest parts of this project. 
After the technical aspects of the projects were settled we talked about our personal and pro-
fessional histories. We made a connection and gained each other trust as we shared our lives. 
My points are several: 
We are appreciated by our community for our experience, our a tude and outlook, 

our  knowledge, skills, abili es and our willingness to serve and share. 

We are needed by our community for much the same a ributes 

We are remembered by those we’ve served and by those who have served with us.   

Dale Neff, Pres-
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It is our obligation as members of the Guild to be visible and active in our community. By this 
we help to educate our neighbors and promote the craft for which we are passionate. 
Seek out opportunities and share them with your fellow members. 
I have some opportunities to present at the meeting. Please come. 
I’ll see you there! 
 
Dale  

St. Pete Woodworkers Guild, Meeting Minutes, 6/24/14 
Recorded By: Chuck Vroman 

 
David Ness is running tonight’s meeting as Dale returns from vacation. 
Guests/Visitors: 
Dick Leng – Builds kayaks, interested in hand tools. 
Julie Kressler - Scroll sawing, interested in CNC machines 
Jo DauGalis – Wood sculpture, boxes, exotic woods 
Russell Leach – Woodworking, luthier 
Don Anderson – New to woodworking 
Greg Carboni – Returning to woodworking 
Richard Miller – Recently got his first commission 
 
Announcements: 
Our website has Dave Ness’ phone number posted. We need a contact for “work for hire” 
calls. 
Safety Harbor is starting a Free Little Library project for book sharing. Maybe this could be 
used for our green project? 
Jody Chapin mentioned “Kids with Cancer Holiday Party”, their November Golf Tournament 
fundraiser and he has wood models that need to be repaired. 
Tonight’s Silent Auction items include dovetail jig, 1 gallon TightBond Glue, drill grinding 
jig. 
Phil mentioned that has contact information for making flag cases. 
Ben Ferrell gave a brief update on the Empty Bowl Project, including new fliers available to-
night. 
 
Main Presentation: Ben Farrell on Sharpening 
Ben gave out demo boards with wet/dry sandpaper purchased from NAPA Auto Parts. The 
sandpaper was bonded via contact cement to an MDF strip, ½” thick, 3” wide and 4’ long 
(approx.). Each board had 320, 4000, 600, 800, 1200, 1500, 2000 grit paper. Ben also supplied 
test chisels that were in bad condition for us to “reclaim”. Start with the back of the chisel and 
work through the grits until the mirror finish is achieved. Once done the back should never 
have to be done again. Continue with the other surfaces and end with the bevel face. You also 
need to find the correct micro bevel angle for each blade. 
Meeting adjourned approx. 8:45 pm. 
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Phil Noto recently cut this 
scrolled Dragon from thick 
purpleheart wood.  Purple-
heart is very dense and easily 
burns when routing or scroll-
ing.  Fine job Phil! 

     Food For Thought 
   From Gary White  

 
 
 

Pegboard Holder 
 

 

Open Workshops 
 

We need help!    We would like to re-
introduce the practice of having open 
workshops, but we need some volun-
teer hosts. 
 
If you would be willing to open your 
shop up on a Saturday morning or a 
weeknight to host a n open workshop, 
we need to hear from you.  We feel 
that this type of event is fun and edu-
cational for all of us .  Please com-
municate with Dale or Tom if you are 
interested in being a host and we will 
work with you on dates and topics. 
 
Thanks! 
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Shaker Style Writing Desk. 
David Ness 

 
As a part-time college professor, I no longer 
have a “real” office.  The current options in my 
home are limited to a tiny desk in our bedroom, 
the kitchen island counter and kitchen ta-
ble.  None of them are practical options.  I fa-
vor desks with large writing surfaces and I like 
the simple elegance of Shaker design.  I found 
this design on the Fine Woodworking web 
site.  It’s from one of their magazine issues 
back in the 90’s.  You have to be one of their 
“premium” subscribers to get at this con-
tent.  The “premium subscription” isn’t much 
of a premium price – about $15 per year – and 
it’s well worth the extra money. 

 
The desk represents several “firsts” for me.  It’s the first piece of true furniture (not for the 
shop) I’ve made primarily for myself.   It’s also the first desk, first time I’ve turned a table leg 
and first time I’ve ever turned a drawer pull.  The desk top is about 30”X60” and the outside 
dimensions of the apron are roughly 48”X24”.  The apron is joined using mortise and ten-
nons.  The tennons are pinned with ¼” mahogany dowels.  The two drawers boxes are rabbeted 
together and reinforced with mahogany dowels.  The plan called for dove-tailed draw-
ers.  However, I made a serious mistake the last time I used my router dove tail jig.  I took the 
bit out of the router and moved the jig fence.  That jig and router worked perfectly last 
time.  After a couple of hours of tinkering and running out of test stock, I decided that a rabbet-
ed and pinned drawer was just as nice.  The good news is, well for me it’s good news – I think 
I can now justify buying a router dedicat-
ed to my dove-tail jig so I never have to 
change the bit. 
 
The wood is red grandis.  Ever hear of 
it?  I hadn’t until I received an e-mail 
from Woodcraft that they were offering a 
special sale 4/4 stock for $3.49/bf.  I was 
going to make this check out of cherry 
but at that price I became an instant fan 
of red grandis.  I’ve since learned that red 
grandis is a type of red eucalyptus that 
has been transplanted from Australia to 
Uruguay where it is grown on large plan-
tations.  The wood works well with both 
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hand and power tools.  I did have some tear out trying to turn the legs but I’m not sure if that’s 
the wood or the turner.  The finish is two coats of sanding sealer (de-waxed shellac) and about 
five coats of wipe on polyurethane.  By the way, Woodcraft is still selling red grandis but the 
sale price no longer applies.  I think it’s about $5/bf but check the store.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Little Free Library 

 
The Little Free Library movement has come to our area.  A Little Free Library is sort of an 
over-sized mailbox in which neighbors can offer books they’ve read to other neighbors – take 
a book/return a book.  These little libraries are roughly 20”W X 15”D X 18” H, although 
there’s nothing really “magic” about those dimensions.  Each little library should have a see 
through front (glass or acrylic) and a door or hinged top to allow access to the books in-
side.  The little libraries are placed on posts in neighborhoods.  The little libraries can be made 
out of almost any suitable material – although recycled material is encouraged – and should be 
constructed to be water tight inside and able to withstand the elements.  Check out the highly 
creative examples on the Little Free Library web site below. 
www.littlefreelibrary.org 
 
 
Locally, the Safety Harbor Library is looking for volunteers to make some Little Free Libraries 
for use in and around Safety Harbor.  The link to the city’s web site below will give you all the 
details and provide the contact information for the person in charge of the project.  Other local 
libraries may also be running a similar program.  If you’re interested in the Safety Harbor Li-
brary program, check out the link below.   

 www.cityofsafetyharbor.com 
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St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild 
Membership Application 

 
Date:_________ 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouses Name:___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________ 
 
Phone: (____)_______________ Business Phone: (____)________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
What types of woodworking interests you? 
___ Furniture Design ___ Carving ___Crafts ___Toys 
___Furniture Kits ___Turning ___Fret Work ___ Fine Furniture 
Other_________________________________________________________________ 
What Are you interested in learning about as a guild member? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
What type of presentations or demonstrations would you like to see at the monthly meetings? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Would you be willing to help with Guild functions and committees? Yes / No 
If yes, is there any specific committee that interests you? (See back) ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
A guild differs from a club because its members are dedicated to learning, sharing and teach-
ing. 
We thank you for your interest and hope that you will join our guild on share your interest in 
woodworking. 
Monthly meetings are held at Fellowship Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 4301 16th Street 
North,St. Petersburg, Fl. They take place at 7:30 P.M. on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Decemberis the exception. 
Membership year is April to December. Dues paid during April through July are $35.00 
Dues paid during July through November are $25.00. Dues of $35.00 paid in November or 
December will carry through to the end of the following year. Family memberships are $15.00 
each additional family member. Please make payment to : Chris Rau 
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Mentoring Program 
 

We are introducing a new program designed to promote our philosophy of “teach what we 
know and learn what we don’t” by offering mentoring conducted by volunteers.  Some mes 
all the videos and books in the world can’t replace someone actually showing you how to 
perform an opera on and le ng you get your hands on a tool to experience it.  Some mes 
you might pick up a li le p that makes all the difference between easy success and a stress-
ful unsa sfying result. 
These sessions are not limited to newcomers who want to just get started in woodworking, 
although they are welcome.  Julybe you are interested in trying out a new facet of wood-
working and want some guidance before buying tools and making the financial commitment. 
By volunteering as a mentor, no one is claiming to be an expert, just to have some experience 
and to have the willingness to welcome you into our shops to help you accomplish your 
goals. 
We have four volunteers already, and are looking for someone to volunteer to help those 
who want to learn to work with hand tools. 
 
Our current volunteers are as follows: 
Dale Neff dalegneff@yahoo.com    crea ve tablesaw opera ons, router work, arcs, radius, 
ovals and ellipses. molding, maximizing material yield, and bandsaw basics .   

 
Bill Murphy wmurphy1@tampabay.rr.com   tradi onal power tools and garage workshop, 
furniture, boxes, template rou ng, etc. 
 
Gary White   garylynwhite@tampabay.rr.com experienced in most all phases of wood-
working 
 
Phil Noto philip.noto@verizon.net  Scrollsaw work and Intarsia 
 
If you could use some help in furthering your knowledge in any area of woodworking, send 
one of us a message and see if we can help you out.  If you would like to offer to be a mentor, 
call or email me and we will add you to our list of volunteers. 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33703-4425  

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 

 

  Check us out on the web at: 
 
 
http://stpetewoodguild.com/  
And on Facebook 


