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OFF-CUTS 

Workbenches 
 
Very recently I started revamping my old workbench. I was inspired by Tom Iovino's 
introduction of the Nicholson workbench. I'm amazed that the plans were first published 
in the early 1800's. It seems to me to be as practical and relevant as any in today's mar-
ketplace. I am taking some of the aspects of the Nicholson bench and incorporating them 
into mine. 
  
I have a heavy maple top made of 2 x 3's all laminated and rodded together to make a pretty stout fully 3” 
thick top 8' long. The old version had 6 legs and was difficult to level on an old garage floor. The termites had 
taken their toll and I grew weary of the crumbs they left behind. They did some damage to the top as well but 
they had a millenia to go before they would get through that much maple. So, I'll just patch up their teeth 
marks and move on. 
 
By the way, I did have the whole thing fumigated. See last September's article. 
 
I had 4 large drawers ( 36” wide ) in my old bench in which I stashed a ton of tools. They were really too wide 
to handle, even on heavy duty full extension glides. This go around I will have 12 drawers. 
I reduced the width of the drawers to 23” and I will have 3 banks instead of 2. Left and right sides will each 
have a 5” drawer at the top with two 9” deep drawers below. The center bank will be 6 shallower drawers 
ranging from 4 to 6” deep. You know I'm pretty cheap because I salvaged the old drawers and just cut them 
down to size. However, I might just splurge on some new glides. 
 
I went cheapo on the structural stuff. I bought a 12' 4 x 4 PT post and cut it into the legs. I also bought 5 or 6 
10' Southern yellow pine 2 x 4's for the stretchers and bracing. I hand cut my joints by letting the 2 bys into 
the 4 bys. 
On the backside I dropped a 2 x 10 vertically flush with the table edge. There is where the Nicholson technol-
ogy shows itself. I put a hole pattern for holdfasts into said 2 x 10 to hold a work piece just in case I ever want 
to try out a hand plane. I figure I could use one with a cord without offending the designer. 
 
Three vises will go on to the bench. I have an old wood screw vise to give it character, a regular woodwork-
er's vise for practical uses and an 8”mechanics vise just because I need a place to put it. And I use it a lot!  
 
The object is to have a bench that doesn't shimmy, wiggle or shake when you're putting some serious moves 
on a piece of wood. Mine won't. Guaranteed! 
 
I also have the Nicholson bench we started at the Heritage Village Folk Fest. With any luck and a few hours 
slack time, I'll have it finished to bring to the meeting. 
 
Speaking of workbenches, I ran into my old friend Rusty last weekend and he told me that he, too was in the 
midst of building his dream workbench and that I should stop by. He was looking for some ideas for end vis-
es. I went by his house and showed him my old wood screw vise, which he liked    Just to give you a hint 

Dale Neff, 
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about Rusty's workbench. It is made completely of corretto 
( spp ? ) that he got from Harlan at Cocobolo Inc before he left. No 
screws or hardware. Except for the lignum vitae drawer slides he's 
made which work beautifully. His drawers slide through so they 
can be accessed from either side. A nice detail. I went home with 
my tail between my legs only after I drooled all over his work-
bench. 
 
I'm still hoping that someday I'll have the time and resources to be  
purist. 
 
What are you working on?  Please tell us at the meeting, Tuesday 
March 25th, 7PM 
 
See you there!!      
 

     Food For Thought 
   From Gary White  
 

    
Bridle Joint 

 

Tomm Iovino, our Vice President, gives a presentation on the Kreg Pocket Screw Jig 
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Here’s what I’ve been building, 
What are you building? 

  
 Large or small, we are all interested to see what our members have been working on.  
If you don’t feel like bringing it to a meeting for show and tell, email me some pictures and 
tell me your story and I will publish it here in the newsletter for all to see.  wmur-
phy1@tampabay.rr.com. Is my email address. 

From Bob Brusso 
Here are some photos of my most recent project , a Grandmother's clock made 
from plans by Empire Clock Company. The wood is Walnut with a natural fin-
ish. You can notice there are no weights hanging in the case and the pendelum 
does not swing as I have not yet been able to purchase a movement for the 
clock. I have used a $5.00 quartz movement from Woodcraft in order for the 
clock to keep time.  I have run out of room in my house for things made, so the 
clock is in my office at work.  I have made some Craftsman Mantel Clocks that 
I will bring to the "show and tell" either next week or to the March meeting. 
 
Great job Bob!  Thanks for sharing!   
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Pictures from the February 2014 meeting 
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Why Attend a Woodworking Show? 
An invitation from Roland Johnson, 
Contributing Editor - Fine Woodworking magazine, Owner of Roland Johnson’s Woodworks, 
Hand-tool and power-tool expert for The Woodworking Shows. 

The Woodworking Shows has lined up a bunch of the best woodworking presenters in the 

country, and along with a great line-up of tool vendors the season has, and will continue to be a 

blockbuster event! 

I know there are lots of folks who wonder why they should attend a woodworking tool show when there is 

plentiful information about tools and woodworking methods readily available on the web. The reason is 

simple: at the shows you can see the tools demonstrated; you can check out the tools up close, often trying 

them out for yourself, and ask questions from folks who really know the facts and who will be happy to 

show you the answers. Plus there is always that item that you run across at the show that you didn't know 

existed, but is just the answer to a woodworking riddle that's been pestering you. 

In addition to the tool dealers there are a bunch of great seminars, given by nationally renowned wood-

working experts, going on continuously all weekend. Finishing, cabinetmaking, router inlay, furniture build-

ing, setting up shop, hand plane rehab, and a host of other interesting topics are all included in the price of 

admission. Local woodworking organizations and schools are also typically well represented; a great way 

to meet other woodworkers in your area. 

If you are new to woodworking there is no better way to get pointed in the right direction than attending a 

show. The shows are a great motivator, and the chance to meet experienced pros face-to-face and get 

good, solid, reliable information is priceless. Plus it’s a lot of fun. 

Finally, it's just a wonderful way to spend a day or two totally immersed in the woodworking experience. 

You get to hang out with fellow woodworkers, spend time cruising the vendor isles, and just simply enjoy-

ing a great time. 

So do yourself a favor and plan on spending a day or so with us at the show. Check out the tour schedule 

on The Woodworking Show’s website and make sure you mark your calendar; these shows are too good to 

miss. I’ll be at all of the shows this tour and I look forward to seeing you, so please stop by and say hi! 

One of the things I personally enjoy about presenting seminars at the shows is the "show stories" I get to 

hear. Folks tell me about their adventures at the shows, or their great tool buys, or the seminar they attend-

ed that completely changed the way they work wood. I even had one fellow tell me how attending one of 

my seminars changed his life, now how do you top that! Have you got a show story? I’d love to hear it.  

See you soon! 

Roland Johnson 
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Minutes of Guild Meeting of 2/25/14 
“We teach what we know and learn what we don’t." 
 
Our President, Dale Neff, started the meeting at 7:06 PM. 
 
There was a lot to see at the State Fair and it was well worth the time to visit and see the woodworking exhib-
its. During the meeting, images of all of the woodworking exhibits will be projected on the screen in the back 
of the room. Many thanks to those who volunteered to man the exhibit.  
 
The Woodworking Show is March 21-23 at the State Fair Grounds. We will have a booth and we need volun-
teers to man it. A sign-up sheet is being passed around during the meeting. Please sign up. Please note that 
those who man booths are not eligible for the raffles at the Show. However, if you pay the $10 entry fee, you 
will be eligible. 
 
Our guild picnic will be May 15th at Lake Seminole Park. Please put this date on your calendar. 
 
You are invited to visit Infinity Tools in Palm Harbor. One of our members now works there. 
 
Our visitors for the evening were as follows: 

Sam Fallenbaum is from Chicago and does what ever woodworking suits his interest. 
Jeff Moore like to make bar tables. 
Jeff Zambino was also a visitor. 
Chris Throop is from Birmingham has been involved in woodworking all of his life.  
Nick Dempsey is a professor at Eckerd College that enjoys woodworking. 

 
Dale discussed the fact that we need more guild participation in the State Fair. We only had 3 entries this 
year. It was also noted that Charlie Kested has had 6 Best of Shows over the years. (applause). 
 
Our member, Mike Fucile, got Best of Show for a chair he made. 
 

While there was some good competition exhibited, there were also some that were not “award quality.” But 

that is OK. The point is that you make an attempt. So, enter something next year. 
 
What is our schedule for this year? Chris Rau has made a calendar and passed out copies for everyone. Our 
board meetings are 1 week and 1 day after our guild meeting. Everyone is welcome, and we meet Apple-
bee’s on Eastbay drive. We will be talking about our application to become a 501C3 Non-profit organization. 
Come if you are interested. 
 
One member would like to do a cooperative shop. Is anyone interested in sharing a shop? Contact Nick 
Brown. Costs for a shop per month are in the range of $350 to $375. In the Joe's Creek area the cost could 
easily be less than $200 per cooperative member. Nick has a 14 in bandsaw, a drill press and a sander to put 
in such a shop. 
 
Dale made note of the fact that during the guild programs, there has been some back chatter while people 
are making a presentation. Please try not to talk when someone else is talking. Everyone wants the oppor-
tunity to hear what is going on. Step outside if you need to talk. 
 

Normally at the February meeting we show our member’s Fair entries. Unfortunately, there are none tonight, 

so Tom Iovino will be doing the program. 
 
There are things on the tables for sale. A number of things have been donated to the guild for the silent auc-
tion. Please offer a fair price in the auction. Dale said that he has more things to bring for the future. Since we 
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are not yet a 501C3, we can't accept tax write-offs from companies going out of business. We will work on 
that. 
 
Camille Newton mentioned that the Divinci Machine exhibit is at the Bradenton Auditorium, and it is GREAT. 
This will continue through some time in MAY. Divinci was a true Renaissance man. 
 
Will we have a swap meet at the picnic? Probably not. Dale was the only one who brought something last 
year. Not many raised their hands tonight to do a swap meet, so we won't. 
 
Ben Farrell - The NOVA rep will be at the Tampa show. Come, enjoy, and do some turning at Lenny's Res-
taurant in Clearwater on Sunday March 2nd. There will be people turning in the parking lot. This is a great 
time to come promote the guild. He also needs 2 volunteers at 8 AM on the 15th at the Clearwater Executive 
Airport. Lathe turning is an easy way to get people involved in woodworking. 
 
Chris Rau said there are 76 people in the guild, yet only 36 have paid their dues. Please see him at the break. 
 

Gary gave out clothes pins to match his “Food for Thought” picture in last month’s newsletter. 

 
Pete Richardson talked about the Florida Wood Turning symposium. A sold-out crowd of 305 people also had 
100 to 200 visitors. There were only 4 or 5 young people. We need to get more young people involved in 
woodworking. The internet is a tough competitor for the attention of kids. Yet kids need hands-on experience 
in woodworking, too. Try to bring some young blood to get involved in woodworking. We need to pass down 
our knowledge to the next generation. Otherwise, who will carry on for us? 
 
A tree guy that was friends with the guild was electrocuted two weeks ago. Don't work near electrical power 
when you are tired.  
 
If a friend needs some woodworking done, invite them over to help you do it. We need a big change in our 
mind-set so that we do PR for woodworking. Some of our members do training for turning, some teach at 
HCC making furniture or small projects, etc. BUT we need to do more to promote our interest. Brick and Mor-
tar stores compete with the Internet and we need to support these stores and help others learn about wood-
working.  
 
BREAK 
 
 The 50-50 count was $66. The $33 split was won by Jim Flint. 
 
SHOW AND TELL 
 
Gary had an animal feed station shaped like a dog bone for his son and his kids. He also had a scrolled Nap-
kin holder.  
 
Jeff Zambino has been doing a SciFi film called Skyship Chronicles. It was filmed here in the Tampa Bay Ar-
ea. Several members made a special box for the movie. We gave ideas. Joe and Pete made the actual box. It 
twists open and is made from camphor wood. It smells great. It is held together with magnets and only opens 
if you twist it. Jeff said thanks to the guild for the help. 
 
Pete showed two trophy baseball bats made by someone else whose name is Jared Griffin. 
 
Edward Renner made mirrors that are 2 interlocking circles. He made a jig to be able to reproduce them if 
need be. He wants to know what kinds of woods go together and what kind of finishes to use and how to 
apply them. 
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Dale made a pyramid puzzle and a bottle of wine puzzle.  
 

Wayne made “MOM” scrolled pieces from some scrap flooring. 

 
Jay made some scrap wood project candle holders from cherry and teak. He used tongue oil finish. And he 
made a Japanese soy sauce holder and a flower box with dovetail joints. 
 
Tom has some puzzles that he needs help on flattening the wood.  
 
Joe brought some table tops made from walnut and stained with coffee bean mixture. And he made one in 
live oak which he fumed with ammonia to darken it. High strength ammonia can be very dangerous, so be 
careful. He finished the tables with conversion varnish. 
 
Pay Chris for the winning silent auction bids.  
 
Program by Tom Iovino. 
Tom demoed the Kreg Jig, which started back in the mid 1980's. You do have to have the drill in "forward" for 
the tool to work. LOL. Tom went over the large variety of applications for this joining system and he had a lot 
of pre-made examples to show. 
 
The meeting closed after 9:00 

   

 
 

Your annual membership dues are due now.  All 
payments should be sent to Chris Rau, Treasurer. 

  Silent auction at the meetings. 
 

 

Do you have tools that you are no longer using and would like to donate to the club? 
Bring them to the meeting and we will have a silent auction.  The proceeds will go for the 
Christmas party.  This is a good way to recycle the tools that you no longer use. 
 
 
Bring your donations, and bring a few bucks for that rare find.  One man’s trash is another’s 
treasure! 
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If you haven't been following the St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild recently, have we ever been busy!  In 

fact, on January 25, members of the guild were on hand at Heritage Village doing some woodworking, talk-

ing up the guild and showing a new generation of woodworkers how it's done. 

If you missed that,   

don't sweat it. There are lots of opportunities coming up to get involved. 

March 21 - 23: The Woodworking Shows come to the State Fairgrounds in Tampa. We will be there to 

take in the sights and sounds, and maybe to see if some members might be interested in bringing some com-

pleted projects of their own to show off. 

April 22: At this Guild meeting, we will be judging entries in the 2014 2 x 4 contest.  Basically, you build 

something from a standard-issue Home Center 2 x 4, and the winners will get some fabulous prizes! 

May 17: Join us for the Guild Picnic at Lake Seminole Park. We will be there from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Look 

for more details as we get closer to the date. 

November 25: Sure, this is a little out into the future, but this is the meeting where we will judge the entries 

into the annual Green Challenge, where the idea is to build projects from re-purposed lumber. This has prov-

en to be a fun event, and we look forward to seeing the entries this year. 

Remember, you get out of the guild what you put into it. So, if you want to really amp up your guild experi-

ence, be sure to ask about volunteer opportunities at our next meeting - 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 25.  See 

you there! 

  
stpetewoodguild | March 15, 2014 at 7:09 pm | Categories: Events | URL: http://wp.me/p31ZdV-3O  

 

Big events coming up 

by stpetewoodguild 

http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/webapp-shows/Tampa
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/?cat=924
http://wp.me/p31ZdV-3O
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/2014/02/15/big-events-coming-up/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/philandkids.jpg
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St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild 
Membership Application 

 
Date:_________ 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouses Name:___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________ 
 
Phone: (____)_______________ Business Phone: (____)________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
What types of woodworking interests you? 
___ Furniture Design ___ Carving ___Crafts ___Toys 
___Furniture Kits ___Turning ___Fret Work ___ Fine Furniture 
Other_________________________________________________________________ 
What Are you interested in learning about as a guild member? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
What type of presentations or demonstrations would you like to see at the monthly meetings? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Would you be willing to help with Guild functions and committees? Yes / No 
If yes, is there any specific committee that interests you? (See back) ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
A guild differs from a club because its members are dedicated to learning, sharing and teach-
ing. 
We thank you for your interest and hope that you will join our guild on share your interest in 
woodworking. 
Monthly meetings are held at Fellowship Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 4301 16th Street 
North,St. Petersburg, Fl. They take place at 7:30 P.M. on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Decemberis the exception. 
Membership year is March to December. Dues paid during March through June are $35.00 
Dues paid during July through November are $25.00. Dues of $35.00 paid in November or 
December will carry through to the end of the following year. Family memberships are $15.00 
each additional family member. Please make payment to : Chris Rau 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33762 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 

 

  Check us out on the web at: 
 
 

http://stpetewoodguild.com/  
And on Facebook 

http://stpetewoodguild.com/

