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www.stpetewoodguild.com OFF-CUTS 
What’s It All About? 

As most of you know our next meeting, Tuesday June 25th is the deadline for our 2 x 4 
contest.  This is a friendly reminder to go ahead and finish up your projects and bring 
them in to show off.  I will reiterate that it doesn’t matter if you are a novice, expert or 
anywhere in between.  Participation is the main goal. Next is stimulating the mind and 
then comes exercising or gaining skills. Just do it!  Have fun with it, too! 
As I said at the last meeting, there will be some nice prizes. We will put together an im-
promptu panel of judges to assess 3 to five main points . Bring in any photos you’ve taken and plans you’ve 
worked up so we can all see how you came up with your project. Don’t be shy, now. No one is going to judge 
you, only the piece! After all, it’s only a 2x 4! 
The title of this article asks “ what’s it all about?” The answer to the question is participation!  Next up is the 
group build project. Our July program will kick off this project with an introduction to the “Top Ten” woods to 
use for almost any project. We will show you what they are and explain why these woods rate as the best. 
If you’ve seen the last couple “Off Cuts” you may have noticed that Bill ( our Editor) has included plans for a 
fairly simple tool box.  Please have a closer look and get your wheels turning. We would like each of you to 
build one.  You could keep it, sell it, burn it or donate it to the guild as a Christmas gift for one of our guests 
at the Christmas party. All donations are cheerfully accepted, of course! But certainly not mandatory!  Now, 
you don’t have to stick exactly to the plans if you don’t want to. You can choose your materials and methods 
of building, joinery and finish. The idea is to build along with the guild. 
Each month from July through October we will have a program that relates to the next step of the project. So 
this is not something you need to bang out in a weekend, or even a month. You can work along at your own 
pace for the next few months, and, hopefully by November you will have a completed toolbox, or whatever 
you want to call it!  Here again, the main objective is to get you to participate. After all, you’ve got all those 
tools now.  Don’t let them get rusty. Or you brain either! And have fun with it too! That part is mandatory. 
Also underway is our “Green Challenge”. Projects are due in November. Prizes are CASH! The object is to build 
something from previously used wood. There are almost no rules. Creativity is the key to this challenge. CASH 
is your reward. 
Please be sure to join us next Tuesday for a great meeting where Andy Gibson will show us how he builds 
those beautiful ukuleles!  
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Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President 
Chris Rau    Treasurer  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director 727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large 727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large 813-446-5740  
Jan Samay  Secretary  727-347-3741 

Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   dalegneff@yahoo.com  727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President tkiovino@hotmail.com  unpublished  
Chris Rau    Treasurer  cwrau@verizon.net  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director jaymarino59@gmail.com  727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large nessd@tampabay.rr.com  727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large jsjardin@verizon.net  813-446-5740  

Craigslist or “How to Outfit your shop without gong broke” 
 Ok, I admit it.  I am a tool junkie.  Despite the fact that there is no room in my shop for 
anything else, I continue to be fascinated by and acquire new tools all the time.  I see the po-
tential for exciting results in every new tool I come across, and it goes to the top of the “have 
to get one” list.  I think most woodworkers fit into this category.  
  So how can we afford it?  Probably the best method currently is to use Craigslist.  If 
you aren’t already checking the listings frequently, you are missing out.   Checking under 
tools I have found about everything you could ask for; table saws, drill presses, planers, joint-
ers, routers, drum sanders, lathes, bandsaws, you name it.  Just this week someone listed an 
RBI scrollsaw that originally sold for over $1200 for only $250.Checking under materials I 
have found all sorts of hardwoods, etc.  Right now someone on 118th avenue is offering very 
attractive prices on a number of desirable hardwoods.  Patience and diligence are the keys! 

The Great Build Along Project 
To be announced at the June Meeting 
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Program Re-cap  Mastering the Lock Miter Bit 
In case you missed the May meeting, I have tried to condense my presentation of mastering 
the Lock Miter router bit here: 
Step 1: All wood must be exactly the same thickness & flat. 
Any variation at all in thickness will stop you from producing the joints you want.  You also 
need jointed edges and flat faces.  If you are making a 4 sided box or column you should also 
rip parallel sides to the same width. 
Step 2:This bit requires an “almost zero clearance fence”  allowing the bit to be covered ex-
cept for the portion exposed for cutting.  This is a LARGE bit!  Slow your router to an appropri-
ate speed. 
Step 3:  Preliminary adjustments The first setting to attempt is the bit height.  Whether you 
use a setup block, a previously cut piece, or just your eyeballs, this is a preliminary step.  The 
goal is to get the bit center set as closely as you can to the center of the wood.  Next is the 
fence adjustment.  As with the height adjustment, the fence adjustment is not critical at this 
time.  The goal is to set the fence so that the bit removes as much wood as possible in the 
vertical cut, without cutting through the bottom outside edge of the wood and reducing the 
width of the board. 
Step 4:  Refining the adjustments.  Using every possible safety aid, place a piece of your pre-
pared scrap face down on the table and feed it from right to left across the fence.  Then ei-
ther repeat the procedure with another piece, or saw off an end off the original piece.  With 
the original piece oriented as it was when you routed the edge, flip the second one and at-
tempt to match the edges together.  The offset resulting will tell you how far off center your 
bit height is.  If the 2nd piece needs to go down, the bit needs to go down and vice versa.  The 
amount of adjustment the bit requires is exactly ½  the distance of the offset.  Refining the 
fence adjustment is similar.  Place a piece of your prepared scrap face against the fence and 
feed it from right to left.  If the cut is too shallow, the outside edge of the cut will not appear 
mitred.  If too deep, it will remove the entire edge and change the dimension of the board.  
Performing the same “flip one side over” maneuver from the height setup will show you how 
much to correct. 
Please remember to keep safety in mind when performing these cuts.  This is a large bit mov-
ing at high speed.  One trick I use is to attach a piece of the prepared scrap to the side of a 
piece of 2X4.  I can then use this setup on any piece of the construction using the 2X4 to span 
the hole in the router table, keep fingers away from the bit, and stabilize the entire operation.  
The scrap also serves as a push block and as a backup to reduce tearout as the bit leaves the 
wood. 
Email me at wmurphy1@tampabay.rr.com if you would like a copy of the powerpoint presen-
tation including the illustrations. 
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Upcoming Programs 
JUNE 2013 PROGRAM   
 How to build a ukulele. 

A luthier builds stringed instruments. Andy Gibson builds stringed instruments in his 
workshop. Andy will explain how the different components contribute to the sound of the 
instrument. He will go through the steps of choosing, milling, cutting, and bending the 
wood for the instrument. Andy will take us through the assembly process with the differ-
ent techniques, jigs, and tools needed to complete this step.  He will show the different 
embellishments that can be used in the instrument including inlays, bindings, and hard-
ware. He will explain some of the different finishing techniques that can be used to com-
plete this musical instrument 

July 2013 Program    
 TOP 10 WOODS! 

Dale Neff our own wood guy will cover the woods most used for wood working. 
What is the science behind these woods, for their weight, what is their tensile strength? 
How to pick the right wood for the right job.  How to store wood.  Milling the wood: Why mill the 
wood? How to joint and plane the wood? When to joint and plane the wood?   

August 2013 Program 
the most common used joints 

Tom Iovino and Joe Petit will cover the most common used joints.  
The use of dowels, splines, and biscuits to support these joints and why.  What is the strength of 
the joint or the weakness.   The types of woods that each joint is best suited for and maybe some 
woods that cannot do very well with certain joints.  

SEPTEMBER 2013 PROGRAM: 
Clamping and Glue Ups. 

Scott Tiffany will show us how to glue up joints and panels. 
Scott will explain some of the problems that you run into during glue ups and clamping of 
joints and panels and how to work with them.  He will demonstrate several jigs and show 
how they can help you get squared joints and even panels.  

OCTOBER 2013 PROGRAM: 
How to prepare your project for finishing.   

What to do about grooves, gouges, dents, scratches, Glue stains, gaps in joints, pencil 
marks et cetera.  What about the different kind of sanders for preparing the wood? Hand, 
belt, random orbit, palm?  Explain sandpaper: different materials, grits, and techniques.  
How would you prepare your project for stain? How would you prepare the woods for an 
oil finish?  How would you prepare for polyurethane, lacquer, or varnish finish?  

NOVEMBER 2013 PROGRAM:  
Election of officers. Preparations for Christmas party. Greenwood challenge: make a pro-
ject out of recycled wood.  

DECEMBER 2013 PROGRAM:  
Christmas party. 
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Some Pictures from the May Meeting, Show & Tell, & Auction 
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St. Petersburg Wood Crafters Guild Secretary Report  
Meeting May 28, 2013, by Jan Samay 

President Dale Neff opens the meeting with the Guilds Motto “ We teach what we know and 
learn what we don’t. 
 
Visitors included: Don Sheath- Urns from Parrish, Florida,  
Ray– a retired cabinet maker. 
Carl– who enjoys any type of wood working 
Ben Ferrel and wife Eileen– who used to work with Dale. Eileen is learning to turn.  Ben 
works for Nova and will be at Woodcraft on Saturday 
Grunpa– a friend of Dale Neff. 
 
 
Program: 
Bill Murphy and Jay Marino and their different takes on The Locke Mitre Joint. 
 
Publicity:  
We were mentioned in the Tampa Bay times. Along with, the Tampa Club Regarding the Veter-
ans Urn Project. 
 
Dale Mentioned our Library, there are books, DVD’S and patterns all for the low, low price of 
$1.00 per month. 
 
2X4 contest Deadline:  
July is the deadline for the 2X4 contest. We have 7 confirmed participants. Prizes will be of-
fered by Woodcraft, Infinity Tools. 
 
Auction: 
Jay Marino held a silent auction the proceeds go to our Christmas party. 
Phil Noto brought in a 6” Dado set. 
Jay Marino brought in a Craftsman Router. 
Tom Iovino brought in Clamps, Taper jig, Hockey pucks, Thin strip ripping jig and a pivot 
fence with rails. 
 
50/50 Question? 
What was Tom Iovino’s Accident with the table saw? 
 
Show and Tell: 
Andy Gibson: Guitar made from Camphor, Mahogany and rosewood. 
Jay Marino: Urn he made using the locke mitre joint. 
Chris Rau: Scroll Saw Giraffe puzzle. He was inspired by Phil Noto.  He also made a collapsi-
ble chair from Oak. 
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 Silent auction at the meetings. 
By Jay Marino 

 

Do you have tools that you are no longer using and would like to donate to the club? 
Bring them to the meeting and we will have a silent auction.  The proceeds will go for the 
Christmas party.  This is a good way to recycle the tools that you no longer use. 
 
Last month we held a silent auction and raised a nice sum from donations  of tools by Tom Io-
vino and Jay Marino. 
 
The donors got back needed space in their shops..  The winners of the auctions got some tools 
they had wanted, and the Guild got the money to use at the next Christmas Dinner & party. 

Heritage Village Caboose and Boathouse Updates 
 

We are getting closer to beginning building for the Boathouse at Heritage Village. 
The lawyers are getting very close to coming to an end in their negotiations. However, The 
Caboose is very, very close to becoming a reality. The interior of the Caboose is in the process 
of undergoing inventory. It is being cleaned out. We are planning on a trip to Bartow to view 
another Caboose. Hopefully we can get some ideas as to how to present the past. 
 If anyone would be interested in coming along on a road trip just let Richard Samay know 
and we can provide directions. 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33762 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 


