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www.stpetewoodguild.com 
OFF-CUTS 

Oh no! Don’t tell me you’re going to do 
that 2 x 4 contest again!?  

 
 That’s right! I felt it in the room when I came out with the contest an-
nouncement. One old timer  informed me that last time we did it, there were on-
ly 2 entries. I say “what’s with that??” Hey, it’s a new day, a new  year, and lot’s 
of new people. 
I was just browsing around online and I googled 2X4 contest.  What a hoot! This 
is one of the most happening things in the woodworking scene. A lot of clubs do 
this as an entry level stimulant. Some do it for advanced level design challenge. 
My niece is an architect and she did it in college in an advanced class on struc-
ture and design.  We’re doing it for all those reasons and more. We want to offer a challenge in design and 
construction that for one, won’t break the bank (about 2 ½ bucks ), secondly, gives a volume limit as well as a 
level playing field ( the wood ). It should be a learning experience, no matter how long you’ve been at it. 
 The rules are simple. Build, turn, carve, whittle, scroll, or just hack out a project using a single con-
struction grade 8’ 2 x 4. Commonly, that is either spruce, pine, fir or hemlock.  The project should use at least 
2/3 of the board. You can finish it anyway you like, but it should have a finish.  You can embellish the project 
using any type of hardware you want to make it function.  Don’t drive yourself crazy, just have fun with it!  
 Check out some of these links or search for yourself what others are doing/ have done. If you are abso-
lutely not creative, then copy someone else’s project. Just get busy and do something. 
 We will have prizes you will appreciate. You can even find other contests online that offer prizes, too. 
http://www.woodcentral.com/shots/shot500.shtml 
http://lumberjocks.com/SummersWoodworking/blog/34112 
http://lumberjocks.com/projects/59947 
http://ontrak.net/2x4.htm 
 I’ve got a couple projects in mind for this. I’ve never done one of these contests 
before and I challenge any and all of you to beat me!! 

Dale Neff 
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Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President 
Chris Rau    Treasurer  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director 727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large 727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large 813-446-5740  
Jan Samay  Secretary  727-347-3741 

Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   dalegneff@yahoo.com  727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President tkiovino@hotmail.com  unpublished  
Chris Rau    Treasurer  cwrau@verizon.net  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director jaymarino59@gmail.com  727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large nessd@tampabay.rr.com  727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large jsjardin@verizon.net  813-446-5740  
Jan Samay  Secretary  rsamay@ij.net   727-347-3741 

Mark your calendars for the Picnic 
 If you are looking for some food, fun and woodworking, come on out to the St. Peters-
burg Woodcrafters Guild picnic at noon on Saturday, May 18.  We are meeting at shelter 7 at 
Lake Seminole Park for a great chance to relax and enjoy the company of your fellow guild 
members. 
 The guild will provide hot dogs and condiments for everyone to enjoy. Also, for the 
next two guild meetings, there will be a sign up sheet for potluck items to bring to share with 
others.   
 Last year's event had a great carving competition while we were working, and there are 
plans for more exciting and fun events this year including food, fun, sun, a corn toss & or 
horseshoes. 
--  
Tom Iovino  

The Great Build Along Project 
To be announced at the March Meeting 
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Upcoming Programs 
  
March Program:  Construction Process of a Fine Woodworking Table with Mike Fucile. 
 Mike will show how the table he entered in this year’s Florida State Fair was built using 
the design process that will be featured at the April Program.  He will show the construction 
steps and how it is related to the plans made in the design phase of a project.  He will show 
how valuable it is to plan ahead.  “Plan your work and work your plan.”   
April Program:  From Concept to Project Completion with Mike Fucile.  
 How does an idea in your head transform to a finished piece of furniture?  There is a de-
fined process to accomplish this and it is not as difficult as it may seem.  It begins with a pen-
cil, a piece of paper and an open mind.  Then just draw.  It doesn’t matter what you draw and 
you don’t need to able to draw well,  just keep drawing and don’t erase anything.  Eventually 
you will come up with a design that you want to investigate further.  At this point in the design 
process don’t give any consideration to how you will actually build it.  Your only goal here is 
to find a pleasing design.  The steps in this  process will be explained and demonstrated at the 
April meeting.  
 May Program:  Lock Miter Joint with Bill Murphy and Jay Marino 
 The May program will be about the Lock Miter Joint.  Originally intended for the Febru-
ary meeting, this program was re-scheduled due to a lack of time for the presentation.  The first 
thing we will cover will be the analysis of the Lock Miter Joint router bit, how it is designed, 
how it works, and what the results should be. 
 Bill went to the Internet for information on how to use the lock miter router bit and put 
together information from many videos and instructions sites.   He approaches the Lock Miter 
Joint from the technique point of view and will show the techniques he uses on the router ta-
ble, while  Jay solved the problem with jigs.  He will show how to construct and use the jigs. 
 It will be an interesting program with two different approaches to the same project and 
problem.  The Lock Miter Joint often referred to as the "spawn of the devil" can be mastered. 
JUNE 2013 PROGRAM   How to build a ukulele. 
A luthier is one that builds stringed instruments. Andy Gibson builds and sells stringed 
instruments from his workshop. Andy will explain how the different components contrib-
ute to the sound of the instrument. He will go through the steps of choosing, milling, cut-
ting, and bending the wood for the instrument. Andy will take us through the assembly 
process with the different techniques, jigs, and tools needed to complete this step.  He 
will show the different embellishments that can be used in the instrument including inlays, 
bindings, and hardware. He will explain some of the different finishing techniques that 
can be used to complete this musical instrument.  
July 2013 Program    TOP 10 WOODS! 
Dale Neff our own wood guy will cover the woods most used for wood working. 
What is the science behind these woods, for their weight, what is their tensile strength? 
How to pick the right wood for the right job.  How to store wood.  Milling the wood: Why mill the 
wood? How to joint and plane the wood? When to joint and plane the wood?  What are the rea-
sons these woods are  popular?  What are the strengths, what are the drawbacks of these woods 
when you're working with them on a project.  What are the best finishes for each of these woods? 
Are there any other considerations, tips, or tricks, you need when dealing with these woods?  
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Some Pictures from the February Meeting & Show & Tell 
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Durable Wood. 
By Dale Neff, President 
 Some years ago I read about an experiment where they were 
heat treating woods to give them a longer life. Lo and behold! It is now 
available on the market.  When Adam Silva from Logan Lumber came 
to speak to us last November he mentioned heat treated pine. This is a 
little different or just maybe more extreme. 
 The process is called Torrefaction or torrefecation derived from 
the French meaning “roasted”. The company which does this treatment 
( which they refer to as “ thermally treated”) operates 5 “kilns” nation-
wide. The closest to us is in Miami, the next in Pennsylvania.  
 Here is a link to the Wikipedia definition  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torrefaction  
You will notice they refer to the wood being treated as “biomass” and the process is similar to 
making charcoal. The process is also used on certain grains, such as barley, oats, maize & 
wheat.  The wood is “cooked” to temperatures between 250 & 350 degrees Fahrenheit without 
oxygen. 
 As you can imagine, this turns the wood dark brown. The darker it is, the longer it has 
been “cooked” and, consequently, the more resilient the wood becomes.  It gives the wood 20 
to 50 years in exterior exposure or maybe more! 
 Now you can use common poplar for exterior decking instead of Ipe of Cumaru and at 
nearly half the cost. I have just ordered 58 exterior shutters to be made from torrefied ash. My 
initial concern was the unobstructed western exposure that most of these shutters would face. 
Using a softwood such as cypress, cedar or pine leads to excessive expansion and contraction 
which leads to opening joints and then rapid decay. Torrefaction eliminates the problem of de-
cay as the biomass is no longer subject to bacteria or mold spores. It has become inert. The 
process also limits the expansion and contraction as the wood no longer absorbs moisture. 
Fortunately the process does not seem to affect the workability of the wood. And provided you 
like dark brown woods, it retains its grain and beauty. A simple clear coat is optional 
 I will bring samples to the meeting so you can see for yourselves how the wood looks. 
So, if you have outdoor furniture projects, doors, trellises, pergolas or the like to build, I sug-
gest you look into torrefied wood as an alternate to traditional species. 

 

 
Jim Smoot, who heads up our efforts to support the Christmas 
Workshop, holds up a jumping jack toy he would like someone to 
make a template of.  The Christmas Workshop has put out a request 
for simple wooden toys  like a “duck family pull toy”, or a turtle, 
whale, or elephant pull toy.  Jim has some print outs of commercially 
available plans.  Contact him if you would like to get involved, or if 
you have ideas for toys to discuss. 
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St. Petersburg Wood Crafters Guild Meeting Minutes 
February, 26 2013 

  
Dale Neff began the meeting with our Motto: We teach what we know and learn what we don’t. 
 
Presentation: Locke Miter bit was rescheduled due to length of the presentation of State Fair projects. 
 
Dale presented the results of the State Fair. Our Guild won 13 ribbons and 2 best of show. 
 
Dale reminded us that Mike Fucile organized our State Fair, and Mike Fortune who performed a band saw 
Demonstration. 
 
Upcoming Projects:  
 
Heritage Village Boat House is in in a holding pattern while the lawyers work out the legal aspects of the 
project.  There will be more information to come. 
Caboose: We are still involved in restoring the Caboose. We are looking for a similar Caboose that will give us 
ideas as to how the interior should look. 
 
The Christmas toys shop: Jim Smoot brought in a Jumping Jack and is asking if there is anyone in the mem-
bership who can draw out a template for it. 
 
Urns for Indigent Veterans: Jay Marino and Phil Noto are the ones in charge of this project. We had very 
positive feedback from the State Fair on the Urns that were there for the public to view. 
 
Membership Contests: A couple of upcoming contests were brought up including; 2X4 contest, make what-
ever you want. Check out the library there maybe ideas there for this contest. 
 Another Green Project, The idea of this contest is to make something out of a piece of wood that once was 
utilized in another form.  
 
Tom Iovino (Tomsworkbench.com) Introduced our guests: Glenn Rick of Seminole he is interested in Manu-
facturing a piece for Organs he needs 120 of them.  Rich Durkee of Michigan.  Mike Becker makes Kayaks, 
small boats out of cedar. Steve and Paula friends of Dale Neff.  Bob ? Restores furniture. Ron Singerman 
Woodcarver from N.H. He also teaches wood carving.  Jerry from N.H.  Who found us on the internet.  John 
Henry who said he met us at the state fair.   
Len Neff ( Dales Brother).  Welcome to all! 
 
Chris Rau asked all new members to see him at the break. 
 
Woodcraft: Is having are having a big sale. If anyone is interested in setting up a table the day of the sale to 
promote the Guild please see Dale. 
 
Sponors: We are in need of additional sponsors if anyone has any ideas please see Tom Iovino or Dale Neff. 
 
The Franklin Street School of wood working invited for us to come visit. 
 
50/50: 6 tickets for 1.00 or $1.00 each with a mallet as a bonus.  The Question was: Who Judged the State 
Fair?  Answer: Mike Fortune.  Total dollar amount of 50/50: $64.00.  Question for the Mallet. What was the 
topic of the program? Answer was How to set up a Band Saw. 
 

Continued on next page 
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St. Petersburg Wood Crafters Guild Meeting Minutes 
February, 26 2013 continued  

Show & Tell: 
Dale Neff: Architectural Flexible Molding. 
Andy Gibson: Won 3 ribbons at the State Fair for his Ukele, matching amplifier, and work bench. 
Al Richmond’s Rocker won 3rd place.  His book case, Won and Honorable mention. 
 
 
Dale Neff showed 2 Jewelry boxes he made Christmas gifts for his daughters. 
Pete Richardson showed a pepper Mill a woman for the Sarasota Guild turned form Red Eucalyptus.  
Bernie MacDonald displayed his train 
Joe Pettit discussed his table 
William Wegmuller showed a Hand Carved Door.  
Nicu Iacobescu showed his CNC carved Aztec Calendar. 
Phil Noto showed his Scroll work basket made from Red eucalyptus which won a second place, and a Lumi-
naire he made containing 160 internal cuts. 
Charlie Kested: won third place on plaque and 1st best of show for his amazing train. 

Show and tell upgrade! 
We're trying to make the show and tell portion of the meeting wider and deeper. 
We would like to give more  people a chance to show their projects.  
We would like to get more information and education from each of the projects. 
  
To go wider, we would like more people to bring in projects.  
People that have projects too large to bring in, can now take pictures of that pro-
ject, because we now have a projector available for the show and tell part of the 
program. 
Bring in the pictures on the card from the camera or a thumb drive and you can 
demonstrate your project.  
  
To go deeper and learn more about each project and make it more educational, 
we will start having a stack of 3 x 5 cards with pens on the show and tell table.  
If there is a project that you would like more information about, a detail explained, 
or a technique discussed, simply fill out a card with that question and leave it by 
the project you are interested in.  

Cremation Urns 
Phil Noto tells me that he received six urns from Bernie McDonald and be-
tween Jay and Phil, with help at the fair, he has 25.  That yields a total of 
31 on hand.  Phil says some are finished and ready to go, but he could use 
a hand with applying a finish to some others.  Some people have told him 
that they are working on urns, but he has not seen them yet..  This project 
received a great deal of attention at the fair, and is a truly worthwhile un-
dertaking.  If you wish to help out or to donate urns you have made, please 
contact Phil Noto or see him at the meeting. 
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State Fair Results 
The results are in for the entries in this year’s State Fair and our Guild had a great 
showing as usual. 
Charles Kested, Blue ribbon and best of show for his model" train on trestle" 

Charles Kested, 3rd place ribbon for" Isaiah 40:31 eagle plaque" 
Scott Tiffany, Blue ribbon and "Best of Show" for "Blues Chair" 
Andy Gibson, blue ribbon for "Ukelele" 
Andy Gibson, 2nd place for " Ukelele & Amp" 
Andy Gibson,blue ribbon for " Workbench" 
Al Richmond, 3rd place " Rocking Chair" 
Al Richmond, Honorable Mention," Book Holders"  
Phil Noto, 2nd place, " Card Basket" 
Michael Fucile, Blue ribbon, "Hall Table" 
Bernie McDonald, 3rd place, "Clock" 
Bernie McDonald, 2nd place, "Hall Table & Mirror" 
Joe Pettit, 3rd place, "Dining Table" 
 
Congratulations to all of our members for all their efforts and awards 

The Woodworking Show 
Another one has come & gone!  

As usual, I personally had a great time at the annual Woodworking 
Show at the State Fairgrounds.  I went on the first day of the show, 
and spent the afternoon cruising the aisles curious at what all the 
vendors had to show me and what new things might spark my in-
terest.  Also as usual, I spent more than I intended, but I didn’t go 
overboard and I was pleased with what I brought home.   
I also bumped into several fellow Guild members and enjoyed com-

paring notes with them and seeing what had caught their interest.  I go mostly for the 
shopping and the opportunity to put my hands on what I have only seen in the periodi-
cals, but many go mainly for the seminars and what they can learn from those who 
come to share. 
 There are some demonstrations I watch and enjoy every year.  For example, Alex 
Snodgrass of Carter Bandsaw Products puts on some great demonstrations with his 
saws.  Beyond just trying to sell his own products, it was he who made the bandsaw 
fun again for me some years back.  His simple, no nonsense methods of setting up a 
saw take the drudgery out of the task, and teach us that you don’t have to have re-
markable skill or years of experience to produce some great results with the bandsaw. 
 Peachtree always empties a part of my wallet offering deals on all the supplies 
and things I can’t just run to the store to pick up.  I usually buy my year’s supply of 
sandpaper and double sided tape as well as several other items from them. 
 Our own Woodcraft Store is also present with a great display of equipment and 
some show specials to tempt us as well.  It’s good to see their staff out of the store and 
take advantage of the deals. 
 So another show is behind us, and as always, I am already looking forward to 
next year and the show that tells me spring has arrived in Florida 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFT-
ERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 


