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Been Schooled Lately? 

 Can an old dog be taught some new tricks? I sure hope so! 
I took wood shop in 7th 8th and 12th grade and other than a few books 
( at least parts of them), a whole lot of magazines  and some moder-
ate to heavy brain picking I am chiefly a self taught woodworker.   
Now please don’t misunderstand! I force fed myself on sawdust 
through some boatbuilding and  the acquisition of a cabinet shop 
turned furniture shop turned hardwood supply business. I became  
well versed in wood identification through some background in for-
estry and total immersion in the supply side of the wood business. I 
did so much more hands on “ cellulose manipulation “ than I ever expected in my 12 years as 
owner/ operator of H&D Hardwoods.  So, I am not without experience ( the greatest teacher? )
with my inherited “yankee ingenuity” as my major asset. I just haven’t had much formal 
schooling in woodworking, as far as what I consider a school to be. 
 However I have had an epiphany! Finally realizing I have been missing out on so much 
practical knowledge willfully translated by another man of great experience. In 5 or 6 hours I 
downloaded into my hard wooden head more juice than a years worth of trial and error, head 
scratching and scrap wood. 
 Today I attended the State Fair Fine Woodworking judging session. As many of you 
know, we (The SPWG and the 3 other area clubs) hired a renowned and respected judge. 
When we voted on whether to spend the money ( our  fair share! Oh, excuse the pun! ) most of 
the members were willing and some of us were a little squeamish about letting go of that por-
tion of our treasury.  It has just been reproven that an asset is nothing unless it  improves your 
situation. In other words, our share was money well spent. Michael  Fortune is phenomenal! 
For those of you who were not there, I am sorry! Mr. Fortune spent hours with us admiring the 
design and workmanship of our fellow termites, recognizing we have talent in this area equal 
to anywhere . 
And he has been everywhere! Teaching, judging, designing and consulting in furniture and fi-
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ne woodworking is his life. He gave us so many design tips and treasures you would have to 
be a scholar  in the field to get this insight  anywhere else. Check out his website. http://
www.michaelfortune.com/   I need say no more! 
 If this were not enough, there was a class on bandsaws after the ribbons were given out. 
For those of us old dogs who stayed for it, the $20 tuition was a bargain. I say old dogs be-
cause Mike Fucile was the only one there who has more dark hair than white hair. I dare say 
that even Vern Blackadar and Don Avery ( probably the 2 most senior attendees ) learned a 
few new tidbits. I know I’ll be back out in my garage making some adjustments on my band-
saw and getting a lot more use out of it as a result of today’s excellent class. My personal and 
communal thanks go out to Michael Fortune for doing such a marvelous job for us. I hope to 
learn much more from you in the future. 
 I also want to thank Michael Fucile for his part in getting Mr Fortune to come. Also, 
Mike, we are grateful for all your efforts at the fair. I now realize how much you contribute on 
our behalf.  Kudos for a job well done! 
 And, yes, this old hound dog learned a few things today! So, don’t be reluctant for a 
second to take a class or sit in on a seminar, even if it costs you something. There is always 
something to be learned, even if it is recognizing the wrong way to go about an operation. 
Now the least painful, most fun and cheapest way to learn the absolute most for the least ef-
fort is to come to our Guild meetings and get involved in our many offerings. There is always 
something to learn where” we teach what we know and learn what we don’t” 
See you on February22nd. You won’t believe what you’ll see! 

Folk Festival at Heritage Village  
Richard and Jan Samay 

We could tell by the wood chips on the floor that a great time was had by all. Of the 5,000 visi-
tors who came to the Village it appears that they all made it through the Harris School.  Rich-
ard wants to thank those that helped clean up. 
Even the wood chips will not go to waste. The blacksmith will use them. 
This type of exposure is very important to the Guild. Our name appeared in the program.  It 
gets our name out to the public. It also shows our community involvement and interest. This is 
the type of publicity we need. Let’s keep up the good work! 
The Ladies at the Village were very impressed with our presentation. As well as our interaction 
with the public. We heard from Paige Noel The Project Management Specialist 1 and Volun-
teer site Coordinator from Heritage Village, she went to the Guild web site; she really enjoyed 
the photos and the article that were placed there. They plan to use some 
of them for the Heritage Village News Letter.  
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Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President 
Chris Rau    Treasurer  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director 727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large 727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large 813-446-5740  
Jan Samay  Secretary  727-347-3741 

Your Guild Officers for 2013 
 

Dale Neff    President   dalegneff@yahoo.com  727-488-8135  
Tom Iovino  Vice President tkiovino@hotmail.com  unpublished  
Chris Rau    Treasurer  cwrau@verizon.net  727-522-0839  
Jay Marino  Program Director jaymarino59@gmail.com  727-798-1885 
David Ness  Member at large nessd@tampabay.rr.com  727-421-0146 
John Jardin  Member at large jsjardin@verizon.net  813-446-5740  
Jan Samay  Secretary  rsamay@ij.net   727-347-3741 

Upcoming Programs 
February Program:  Lock Miter Joint with Bill Murphy and Jay Marino 
 The February program will be about the Lock Miter Joint.  The first thing we will cover 
will be the analysis of the Lock Miter Joint router bit, how it is designed, how it works, and 
what the results should be. 
 Bill went to the Internet for information on how to use the lock miter router bit and put 
together information from many videos and found a good way.   He approaches the Lock Miter 
Joint from the technique point of view and will show the techniques he uses on the router ta-
ble.  
 Jay went to the Internet to watch many videos on the Lock Miter Joint and solved the 
problem with jigs.  He will show how to construct and use the jigs. 
 It will be an interesting program with two different approaches to the same project and 
problem.  The Lock Miter Joint has been referred to as the "spawn of the devil". 
  
March Program:  Construction Process of a Fine Woodworking Table with Mike Fucile. 
 Mike will show how the table he entered in this year’s Florida State Fair was built using 
the design process that will be featured at the April Program.  He will show the construction 
steps and how it is related to the plans made in the design phase of a project.  He will show 
how valuable it is to plan ahead.  “Plan your work and work your plan.”  
  
April Program:  From Concept to Project Completion with Mike Fucile.  
 How does an idea in your head transform to a finished piece of furniture?  There is a de-
fined process to accomplish this and it is not as difficult as it may seem.  It begins with a pen-
cil, a piece of paper and an open mind.  Then just draw.  It doesn’t matter what you draw and 
you don’t need to able to draw well,  just keep drawing and don’t erase anything.  Eventually 
you will come up with a design that you want to investigate further.  At this point in the design 
process don’t give any consideration to how you will actually build it.  Your only goal here is 
to find a pleasing design.  The steps in this  process will be explained and demonstrated at the 
April meeting.  
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Show and tell upgrade! 
We're trying to make the show and tell portion of the meeting wider and deeper. 
We would like to give more  people a chance to show their projects.  
We would like to get more information and education from each of the projects. 
  
To go wider, we would like more people to bring in projects.  
People that have projects too large to bring in, can now take pictures of that pro-
ject, because we now have a projector available for the show and tell part of the 
program. 
Bring in the pictures on the card from the camera or a thumb drive and you can 
demonstrate your project.  
  
To go deeper and learn more about each project and make it more educational, 
we will start having a stack of 3 x 5 cards with pens on the show and tell table.  
If there is a project that you would like more information about, a detail explained, 
or a technique discussed, simply fill out a card with that question and leave it by 
the project you are interested in.  
The presenter will then include that information in his talk 

Photos from the Heritage Village 
Courtesy of Terry Pallone 
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Michael Fortune 
Bio taken from his web site 

 Michael Fortune is acclaimed for his innovative designs for one-of-a-kind objects in wood.  
His work has brought him an international clientele and reputation and his work has appeared in nu-
merous exhibitions worldwide. He is acknowledged for both his technical and design expertise, giv-
ing lectures and workshops across Canada and the United States.   
 In 1993 Michael received the prestigious Prix Saidye Bronfman, Canada’s highest award in 
the crafts. Juried by his peers, He was the first woodworker to receive this award.  
 In 2007 Michael received the Award of Distinction from the Furniture Society, an organization 
that encourages innovative studio furniture making across North America.  There have been four-
teen recipients and Michael is the first Canadian to receive this prestigious award.   
 He was an active trustee of the Furniture Society where he spearheaded a contemporary in-
ternship program that gives emerging craftspeople opportunities to work along side established fur-
niture makers throughout North America. 
He has taught at many schools and craft centers all over North America including Marc Adams 
School of Woodworking where the fellowship program for advanced students has been named in his 
honor.  
 Michael’s career has taken on other dimensions as well. He consulted to the government in 
Trinidad and Tobago when the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Assistance contacted him to as-
sess their manufacturing potential and ultimately to design a range of outdoor furniture to be pro-
duced by five manufacturers.  
 Michael has undertaken a similar venture using sustainable source timber in Mexico, aimed at 
the expanding hotel industry within the country. In addition Michael has volunteered his time and ex-
pertise to Woodlinks, a joint Canadian/U.S. not-for-profit organization dedicated to revitalizing voca-
tional training in secondary schools throughout North America.  

Photos from the January 
2013 Guild Meeting 

Don Wooldridge’s $1000 top 
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St. Petersburg Wood Crafters Guild Meeting Minutes 
January 22, 2013 

 The Meeting was opened by our new President Dale Neff. He began the meeting with the 
Guilds Motto, “teach what we know and learn what we don’t”.  
Dale introduced the New Vice President Tom Iovino. Tom designed the new web site for the Guild 
and established a Facebook page for us. 
   One of the duties of the Vice President Is Membership. He delegated that to the Members at 
Large, David Ness and John Jardin.  Our goal for this year is to bring back old members and bring in 
new members. 
 Tom introduced Visitors to the Guild Bob Argus, Steve Cottrel, John Little, William Milstead,  
and Dimitriov ? : From Pinellas Park, He owns a C&C  
 Del Ray Morris: stated  concern with Sponsorship and Membership. Particularly with The lack 
of sponsor’s and discounts they had given to the membership in the past. 
 Heritage Village Update: 
Jan Samay reminded us of the Folk Festival on 01/26/2013. She passed out information to those who 
had volunteered, and gave updates on the Caboose and the Boat House. A volunteer meeting will be 
held on Feb 2, 2012 9am. 
 State Fair Update We are scheduled for the following dates to man the booth: 02/14/2013, 
02/15/2013, 02/16/2013. See Joe Pettit to sign up. 
 Toy shop: We need to check with Jim Smoot to see if he is need of any additional assistance. 
 Monthly Programs: Jay Marino our new program director took the floor. Jay wants to re-
energize the Guild. He wants to put together a survey to see where everyone’s interests are. And what 
the membership would like to see.  He would like to see members volunteer to do a program of their 
choice. He wants to use the Library as a resource.   He is also interested in establishing SIGS: Special 
Interest Groups 
 Dale Neff would like to see the membership get involved in a group project that can be com-
pleted at home on your own Skill level. Each month a member would then speak of how his/her pro-
ject is going and if there are any problems/difficulties/ successes they are having and ask for direction 
from the Guild. 
 50/50:  Winnings $28.00 Question: Name the Social media networking site the Guild is now 
on?  Answer: Facebook  
 Chris Rau: reminds us that dues are payable now. $35.00 per year per individual,  $50.00 per 
year per couple. 
 Harlanof Cocobolo inc.com is going out of business he is moving to Panama. 
Show and Tell: 
Pete Richardson showed mass produced carvings of Indians. He carved an arrow head for one and is 
donating them to St. Anthonys Hospital. He has a mystery wood? Was wondering if anyone in the 
Guild knows what it is.  He also showedseveral Turned bowls that he made. 
Andy Gibsonshowed  Ukeles, made with Camphor and Monkey pod with Laser engraving. All the 
wood is from viable lumber. 
Don Wooldridge: Got a mini Lathe for Christmas from his wife. He then had to spend an additional 
$1000.00 for tools and accessories. 
Bill Kennedy showed a sled made for his table saw and previously published in a magazine. 
Darryl Stargl: Made a Barrister book case with scroll fret work. 
Bob Argus: Business cards, he owns a business called Laseresque. 
Presentation: Finishing by Tom Iovino 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFT-
ERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 


