
 

 

Newsletter of the St. Petersburg Woodcrafter’s Guild                           January 2013 

www.stpetewoodguild.com 

OFF-CUTS 

We teach what we know and learn what we don’t. 

Happiness Is! 
 I am excited, enthused and honored to be the Guild President this year, and I 
promise it will not be boring. We have been blessed with a volunteer Board of Direc-
tors who unanimously share my feelings about the upcoming year.  We met on January 
2nd to iron out a couple things and to set the pace for the start of the new year.  The 
room was buzzing with excitement and ideas, I wish I had brought a gavel! ( and a tape 
recorder). 
 Just to give you a brief idea of what’s in store, here are a few things that will be 
presented at the January 22nd Guild meeting: 

Tom Iovino will reveal to us his “Rude & Crude “ finishing technique, complete 
with all his secret methods and materials 
Jay Marino will lay out the series of teaching/ Learning programs we will experience this year. 
There will be a demonstration every month 
Your new Board will explain our mission and goals for this year as well as a plan for achieving those 
goals. 
Contests and challenges 
Website and Facebook  connections 

At the Guild meetings we would like to concentrate more on the guild business ( teach what you know and 
learn what you don’t ) than the business of the Guild ( policies, politics, administrative duties, money matters). 
The latter to be handled at the Board meetings which are open to all members to attend and have input if you 
feel you want to be heard. 
Ideally we wish to keep announcements and the business portion of the meeting to the first half hour of the 
brief time we have together each month. Then we want to move right into show and tell, break and then into 
our program. Does anyone have a 30 minute hour glass? 
Activities, involvement, sharing amongst ourselves and with our community are the things that enrich our 
woodworking experience and our lives. We have the right group and a great opportunity to broaden our scope 
of interest, hone our skills or acquire new skills, serve each other and our community, teach, learn, and be 
happy.  Why not? 
For me, happiness is doing the projects I choose to do at a pace that does not cause stress. It has been my goal 
to make woodworking my hobby and not my occupation. You are all helping m e achieve that goal by remind-
ing me to keep the proper perspective in my woodshop. You probably didn’t even know you were helping me 
with that, did you? 
What is the Guild doing for you? We hope to fulfill your needs and make you happy this year. Please join in, 
get involved, participate and you will find your happiness and fulfillment grow. 
 

See you around the wood pile and let’s make some chips fly! 
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Coming This Month 
                                                 
                                                 Finishing the Rude and Crude way 
 
Are you tired of your finishing method?  
Do you want a fast, easy way to get a smooth, touchable finish on your projects without a large 
investment in time or exotic ingredients?  
Guild Vice President Tom Iovino will demonstrate the Rude and Crude finishing method at this 
month's guild meeting. With a few simple ingredients and some basic techniques, learn how to 

Coming In February 
 

The Lock Miter Joint, is it really the spawn of the devil? 
Two different approaches from two who tried it. 

 
The February program will be about the Lock Miter Joint.   
We will have an 2 presenters for this program Bill Murphy and Jay Marino.  
 
The first thing we will cover will be the analysis of the Lock Miter Joint router bit, how it is 
designed, how it works, and what the results should be. 
 
Bill went to the Internet for information on how to use the lock miter router bit and put to-
gether information from many videos and found a good way.  He approaches the Lock Miter 
Joint from the technique point of view and will show the techniques he uses on the router ta-
ble.   
Jay went to the Internet to watch many videos on the Lock Miter Joint and tried to solve the 
problem with jigs.  He will show how to construct and use the jigs. 
 
It  will be an interesting program with two different approaches to the same project and prob-
lem.   Come and see why the Lock Miter Bit is often called one of the most purchased yet least 
used router bits, and how to put it to use in your shop without the headaches.  
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Your 2013 Board of Directors 

Dale Neff 
President 

Tom Iovino 
Vice President 

Chris Rau 
Treasurer 

Jay Marino 
Program Director 

David Ness 
Member at Large 

John Jardin 
Member at Large 

Jan Samay 
Secretary & Librarian 

Richard Samay 
Librarian 
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Updates on Heritage Village 
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Heritage Village orientation day is Feb 2nd for those who are inter-
ested in working on the Boat House. It's a great opportunity for the 
Guild to get our name in the media. The Village is working on getting 
Media coverage for this project. Our name would be in the news as 
well as a providing a great photo opportunity. 
 
January 26,2013 Is the Folk Festival so even if you are not signed up 
to volunteer, still come out and Visit The Village and see our Guild 
in action. 

The Tues. January 22 program 
will begin at 7PM at Grace  

Lutheran Church, 4301 16th St. 
N. @ Haines Rd., St. Pete.  

Bring your friends. 

 

Our Guild Library 
 
Jan and Richard Samay are our Guild Librarians.  The library is cur-
rently located in the left rear corner of the meeting room and is 
open at every meeting. 
 
The Guild library has a large number of books, plans and some dvd's. 
You can check out a book, plans, or DVD'S for $1 per month. We also 
have an index to everything available at the library. Stop by and see 
us at the next meeting and see what is available that might help you 
with your woodworking.  If you have periodicals, books, etc that you 
no longer want to keep, consider donating them to the library so oth-
ers may take advantage of them. 
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What  are You working on? 
In the November issue of OffCuts, Bob Coonrad was kind enough to send me an article with 
an accompanying photograph of a fireplace mantle he was working on.  Thanks for your con-
tribution Bob!  I do appreciate it. 
 
I would like to encourage everyone to do the same.  If you are working on a project, let us 
know what your are doing and what successes and challenges you are encountering.  The more 
we communicate with other members the better we learn each other and can share our 
strengths and weaknesses.  Email me at wmurphy1@tampabay.rr.com with anything you 
would like to contribute. 

Show & Tell 
 Please don’t forget to bring your Show and Tell items to each meeting!  No matter whether 
you have built a piece of museum quality furniture, or a jig to make a task easier, we are all inter-
ested in what the other guy is doing, and whether it is something we should be doing to.  For me 
personally this is one of the big advantages of membership in the Guild.  I get to see what others are 
doing, as well as show a little of what I am doing myself from time to time.  I would prefer a few 
words of admiration from my fellow members to a ribbon from a judge at some show. 

 

Christmas & the Holidays 
Christmas and the holidays are over now, but I can’t let it go without saying a well deserved to 
Chris Rau and his wife for the fine dinner she prepared for the annual Guild Christmas Party 
and Dinner..  The food was great and I think everybody has a great time as well.  One of the 
Rau’s Granddaughters was on hand to help out again. 
 
There were centerpieces for the guests to take home (my wife chose a set of wonderfully 
crafted  scroll sawn ornaments made by Phil Noto) and gifts for all the Guild members as well.  
You would have had to really be trying if you managed not to have a good time!  This year I 
wasn’t even the last one called to receive a prize  like the year before. 

New & Improved 
Kudos to Vice President Tom Iovino who has already been making improvements for us.  Tom 
set us up a facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/StPeteWoodGuild .  Tom has also 
renovated our web site which is at www.stpetewoodguild.com/ . 
 
Look for continuing developments on our Facebook page and on the Guild Website as we try 
to move forward into the age of electronic communications. 
 
By the way:  Anyone who does not have access to the Internet is welcome to receive a paper 
copy of this publication each month.  All you need to do is contact Chris Rau and he will make 
the arrangements. 



 

 

ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33762 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

We teach what we know and learn what we don’t. 


