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www.stpetewoodguild.com 
OFF-CUTS 

FAIR’S FARE 

We just got back from the Florida State Fair and what a great day! The vari-
ety of sights, sounds, tactile, tastes and smells is enough to overloads the 
senses. There are all kinds of foods available ranging from natural to nasty! 
You can get fresh pork rinds, candied apples, kettle corn, deep fried snick-
ers, pickles, green tomatoes, sausages, chocolate covered bananas, chocolate covered bacon 
and deep fried butter. While I did taste the fare, I was really there for the woodworking exhib-
its. 

 
I found so much more than I expected. In the Main Expo Hall there 
was a vendor selling  solid mahogany models of all kinds of vehi-
cles from fighter jets to sailing ships. Surely they were manufac-
tured oversees, but they were nicely made with great detail and 
great glossy finish. 
Just south of the Expo hall was a chainsaw carver with lots of birds, 
bears and fish. He has a particular cartoonish style I thought was 
appealing. Adjacent to him is the permanent steam powered ma-
chinery exhibit with some really cool birdhouses hanging in the 
shed. 
A little farther down in the southeast corner of the fairgrounds is 
one of my favorite places, Cracker Country. Upon entering  from 
the northern gate into Cracker Country, I first encountered a man 
from Lutz on a shaving horse. He was making some primitive stick 

& slab stools and benches. The next craftsman I came across was weaving wooden baskets. A 
fine example of early American handiwork. 
Then there were the chairmakers who come down from 
North Carolina every year to demonstrate their craft and 
sell their wares. Along the back fence near the grist mil was 
and old carpenter donning a funny looking sort of a top hat. 
He was more occupied telling stories and amusing  his au-
dience than doing any wood working. He did, however, 
display a fine collection of period tools. 
Farther along the way was a cane maker showing off his 
uniquely carved canes. Next was a well known decoy 

Dale Neff, 
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carver with a nice display of duck decoys and carved shore birds. On the platform of the train 
station was a man building  Shaker boxes in the traditional way. He used mostly Chinaberry 
instead of ash or cherry. In the past there have been coopers making buckets and barrels, a 
wheelwright building wood spoked wheels and a mountain man carving out some nice bread 
bowls from raw logs.  

 
In the Arts & Crafts Pavillion were all sorts of vendors sell-
ing candles, soaps, jewelry, remedies, candies and what not. 
There were also many vendors with wooden wares such as 
cutting boards and kitchen tools, driftwood signage, sea life 
carvings, milk painted cabinetry, laser engraved plaques, 
dulcimers and boxes,  and some really nice lamps and home 
models made with rustic wood, complete with furniture and 
some people inside. There was also a man there who made 
wooden repeating pistols and rifles that really worked! I 
think the ammo was akin to spitballs. 

Within the Florida Living Building is what I was really there for.  It houses the displays of the 
wood carving , wood turning, woodcrafts and fine furniture competitions. This is where you 
see the diverse and refined talents of our fellow guild members and those of the other clubs in 
the region. There are some amazing and accomplished woodworkers amongst us. You will see 
some examples at our upcoming meeting. 
Congratulations to Mike Fucile on his Blue Ribbon sculpted walnut chair. All who see it agree 
he has done an outstanding job in both design and execution. I overheard the judge of the com-
pletion say “ I want that chair!” Again, major kudos to you, Mike for your fine work and set-
ting an example for the rest of us. 
We were somewhat disappointed because of 
our lack of participation ( as a guild) in the 
competitions this year. Last year our members 
won thirteen ribbons. This year, as far as I 
know, only three of us even entered. Phil Noto 
entered his clock, Dave Wegener entered a 
couple of his turnings and Mike Fucile with 
his award winning  chair. 
I failed to complete a piece to enter this year, 

so I am not qualified to lay a guilt trip on any-

one. I would, however like to encourage all of 

you to get into gear and make something for 

next years’ Florida State Fair. It’s worth it.  Get 

on it!!  

See you at the meeting.  
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Here’s what I’ve been building, 
What are you building? 

  
 Large or small, we are all interested to see 
what our members have been working on.  If you 
don’t feel like bringing it to a meeting for show 
and tell, email me some pictures and tell me your 
story and I will publish it here in the newsletter 

for all to see.   
wmurphy1@tampabay.rr.com. Is my email address. 
 
 My wife is the recipient of most of my woodworking.  She 
recently found these Shaker wall mounted candle sconces in a 
home decorating magazine, and immediately asked me to build 
her a pair to hang over our headboard.  Since our bedroom furni-
ture was her Grandparents, and made of walnut, she asked me to 
make them also of walnut.  The purpose of the holes on the back 
was to allow the sconces to be raised or lowered on the peg rails 
to manipulate the lighting in the room. 

  Food For Thought 
from Gary White  
 

 
 

Clothes Pin 
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Heritage Village gets woodworking 
 

On Saturday, January 25, members of the St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild unpacked their 
tools, rolled up their sleeves and dazzled the crowd at the Heritage Village Folk Festival. 
Members Dale Neff, Tom Iovino, Phil Noto, Andy Gibson and Steve Chesonis demonstrated 
classic hand tool woodworking at the park's demonstration shed. 

While the plans were to build and complete a workbench for the park, the team fell short of 
its goal - for the right reason. Dozens of visitors stopped by to ask questions, watch the work 
and try their hands at boring holes with a bit and brace.  
 
Sure, it was an exhausting day working at the park, but the woodworking knowledge and en-
thusiasm was well worth the effort. 
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A follow up to last month’s article on Larry’s Clamps 

By Edward Renner 
 

For someone who does woodworking as a hobby in limited space, Larry’s Clamp Review in the last issue of 
Off-Cuts was too expensive to buy and store. 
My version is a home-made, portable, multi-purpose work top. It is made of a 2’ x 4’ sheet of tempered Ma-
sonite on the bottom, a  ¾” MDF board in the middle and a Formica top. I then routed several vertical and 
horizontal T-tracks into the surface as show in the figure below.  

  
For glue-ups, I place wax paper over the surface, hold the pieces flat with hold down clamps and drawn to-
gether with wood clamps. One can also use piece of angle iron and C-clamps along the sides. The picture 
below shows 3 pieces of 1” x6” glued up to make a 17 ½” perfectly flat square which I cut into a 16 ½” cir-
cle for a shelf. 

 
A smaller version can be purchased from Rockler for over $100, or custom made for about $30 with whatev-
er size and T-slot configuration best serves your own projects. Plus, it can serve as a portable work surface 
for any number of shop functions requiring holding a piece in place. 

Edward, 
Thanks for the article and for sharing it with us! 
 
Bill Murphy 
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  Silent auction at the meetings. 
 

 

Do you have tools that you are no longer using and would like to donate to the club? 
Bring them to the meeting and we will have a silent auction.  The proceeds will go for the 
Christmas party.  This is a good way to recycle the tools that you no longer use. 
 
 
Bring your donations, and bring a few bucks for that rare find.  One man’s trash is another’s 
treasure! 

 

Woodcraft’s “Turn for Troops” 
Gary White 

 
There are many of our guild members who are veterans. I am so thankful for those who have 
sacrificed for their country to protect it and preserve the freedoms we all enjoy. As you know 
our guild has a special interest group (SIG) that is involved in making funeral boxes for the 
ashes of members of our military who lost their lives. Did you know that Woodcraft has its 
own initiative for our troops? It is called Turn for Troops. 
 
For 10 years the Turn for Troops Turn-a-Thon has been an organized program through Wood-
craft stores designed to provide one-of-a-kind wooden pens to American troops. While there is 
a major Christmas focus, shipments go out to our service personal as supplies allow. During 
this 10 years old program 106,262 pens have been supplied to our service men. And just this 
year the Turn for Troops program turned 11,124 pens. 
 
Many of the Woodcraft stores involved in this program seem to be in our western states. The 
Woodcraft stores in San Carlos, California, and Tucson, Arizona, have provided more than 
5000 pens each during this program. Just this year the Tucson store alone has turned the most 
pens with a total of 1,630, its third year as the top store. Woodcraft president, Jody Garrett, has 
expressed sincere thanks to all the employees and customers who have taken part in this pro-
gram. 
 
A number of stores participating in the Turn for Troops program are holding events around 
Veterans Day, but also at other times of the year. Many turners are writing personal notes that 
accompany the pens they have made. Pens are distributed to our American service personnel 
who are on active duty or are in rehabilitation facilities in the U.S. If you are a turner and are 
interested in Turn for Troops, additional information on this program can be found by contact-
ing our local store, visiting www.woodcraft.com, or calling 800-535-4482. 

http://www.woodcraft.com
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Photos from the January 2014 Meeting 
Courtesy of Terry Pallone 
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St. Petersburg Woodcrafter’s Guild 
Monthly Meeting of 1/28/2014 

 
The meeting was started at 7:03 by President Dale Neff. Vice President Tom Iovino had to work and could not 
be present. 
 

Our guild motto is: “We teach what we know and learn what we don’t." 
 
The guild members who were present this past Saturday at Heritage Village had a great time. 
 
Chris Rau announced that he wants us to update our e-mail, so he is passing around a sheet to get the updates. 
 
The guild had a remarkable number of visitors at the meeting. I trust that all the names and spelling are accu-
rate. So here they are: 
 

John Rule is from Delaware and is a hobbyist. 
Dwayne Genslinger is primarily a Scroller. 
David Flori is a chainsaw carver. He does lots of big carvings and sells some wood. Tonight he has some 

fiddle-back Australian Pine for sale. 
Janet Corrigan is a potter who also likes chainsaw carving. 
Russell Leach builds staircases, big cabinets, boat hulls, etc. He is here tonight specifically to meet up with 

Viable Lumber representatives who are members of our guild. 
Mike Lester wants to learn how to use woodworking machinery. 
Bruce Tuxhore is from Ohio and is an arts teacher. He likes to build furniture and do turning, but he also 

does restoration. Pete recommended the guild to him. 
Ed Renner designs small pieces of furniture and is from North Carolina. He likes the Hendersonville, NC 

wood guild and is trying to sell some pieces there. 
Kevin McMann likes to make tools. He made a router plane, turned a 24" fly wheel and made some stack-

ing shelves. 
Kevin Dunn is a longtime friend of Dale. He has some tools for sale and wants help setting up a shop. He 

was a boat builder. 
Scott Collins cuts wood at 90 degree angles. (LOL) 
Malcom Vierus is from Brooklyn, NY. 
Tom Gear likes to do hand scraping. He has made benches and recently started a business with his son; 

they are turners trying to set up a local shop. 
Noah Geer, the son, really enjoys lathe work even though he is a beginner . 
Bob Zilligan is a snow bird with a scroll saw and a lathe. 
Tom Summers scrolls, makes furniture and dulcimers and likes playing around with woodworking. 
Richard Libecki wants to make a cutting board. And he needs some stay-up hinges. Joe said he will try to 

locate them. Richard also joined the Guild tonight. 
 

Dale talked about donations. He said that the guild often gets tool and wood donations from widows and else-
where. Each month we put some of those into a silent auction held later in the meeting. Members should put 
down a dollar amount bid on the sheet next to their tool of interest during the break. At the end of the meeting, 
the best bids will be announced. The money collected goes into the guild treasury. 
 

St. Petersburg Woodcrafter’s Guild 
Monthly Meeting of 1/28/2014 continued 
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Ben Farrell - Nova Lathe representative - will be going to a symposium in Leesburg this weekend. Next Sun-
day there is an open house at Nova technical in St. Pete. Those present will be able to do some turning, and 
women are welcome. Several female instructors will be there.  The address is: 4400 34th St. No. in St. Pete. 
The phone number is 727-512-9313. Ben also said that he has a customer that needs some resawing done (if 
anyone in the guild can help). 
 
Dale talked about the State Fair woodworking display and that we man the booth on the selected dates of Feb-
ruary 13th, 14th and 15th. Those manning the exhibit will get free tickets to the Fair for each day they volun-
teer. Mike Fucile has the signup sheet. Entries to the Fair are due Friday and Saturday, January 31st and Feb-
ruary 1st. Judging will be on Sunday morning, February 2nd at 10 AM and the public is welcome. 
 
Wayne has a Rockwell table saw for sale for $150, and some drills and small pieces of wood. 
 
Show and Tell: 

Dale had yarn bowl made from aromatic cedar.  
Jim Smoot had first editions 1-5 of American Woodworker. 
Phil had weave baskets - cedar and poplar - that were scrolled, as well as a hotplate (trivet) out of Corian 

that was cut on a scroll saw. He said that the material was easy to scroll, but that it made a tremendous 
amount of dust. 

Jay had a table made from pallets, and some scrap wood coasters from a pattern that he saw on YouTube. 
He also had a six-sided bowl that was assembled using a birds-mouth router bit he received for Christ-
mas. 

Dave Flori had a chainsaw chair that was shaped like a fish. He showed the Australian Pine that he had 
for sale - starting bid at $35. It had a minimum thickness of 2 1/2 inches. 

Dwayne Genslinger had a scrolled cross that was made from Baltic Birch plywood and he is currently 
working on some miniature bird houses.  

Russell Leach had bowls made from Wenge and Ipe (“ee-pay”) and Honey maple and Purple Heart. He 
currently wants to start a nonprofit school for training high school students. The city of St. Petersburg 
has expressed interest in having such a school. 

 
BREAK - 10 Min. 
 
50-50 Ticket sales were $38, and the split was $19 which was won by Chuck Vroman. The balance goes into 
the guild treasury. 
 
Silent Auction winners were announced. 
 

Program 
Tonight John Jardin is giving a program on sharpening tools. He will show his progression through the years 
of how he has done sharpening. He said that there are basic factors that apply to any method. Chisels, plane 
irons and scrapers are his focus tonight. (Those of you who missed the demonstration missed a lot.) 
 
Chisels are often not very flat on the back. Prepping your tools before you use them is very important. Planes 
also often need squaring before use. Veritas (from Canada) has a lot of fixtures for grinding and sharpening 
tools.  

St. Petersburg Woodcrafter’s Guild 
Monthly Meeting of 1/28/2014 continued 

 
On a chisel, if the back is highly polished, the bevel doesn't need a lot of sharpening. After sharpening the 
bevel, a burr will have "turned up" that needs to be removed by drawing the back of the chisel or plane blade 
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across the finest grit. You also need to have a fine polish on the chip-breaker in the plane so that the shavings 
flow freely and are as fine as possible.  
 
His first method he used to sharpen these tools was with a grinding wheel. Then he used an emory paper 
method, and then Japanese water stones. The grits on the water stones he used were 800, 1200, 4000, and 
6000. He does also have an 8000 grit stone. The angle of the bevel is mostly 25 degrees. Angle checkers are 
available from various manufacturers.  
 
He said that eventually you may want to advance to ceramic stones, but they are very expensive. Currently, he 
sharpens his lathe tools on a Tormac. Now he also uses it to put the bevel on his chisels.  
 
John said that a card scraper will give a beautiful finish on a piece of wood and is an excellent preparation for 
an applied finish - better than sandpaper. Just like a plane or a chisel, you want all of the surfaces of the scrap-
er to be highly polished in preparation for sharpening. In the technique you put a burr on a scraper that does 
the shaving of the wood. Sharpening is all about preparation and that requires patience, because the prep time 
is much greater than the sharpening time.  
 
After questions, the meeting ended about 9:00. 
 
SPECIAL ADDENDUM 
Put the following Guild Activity dates on your calendar: 

March 21st to 23rd – The annual Woodworking Show will be held at the State Fair Grounds in Tampa. 
From Today through April 22nd – Our annual 2 by 4 contest is “now in progress.” Create “something” 

using only a standard 8 foot, construction grade 2 by 4. You must use a majority of the 2 by 4 for your 
project. Judging will be at the meeting on April 22nd. 

May 17th – Annual Guild Picnic at Lake Seminole Park from 11 AM to 2 PM. 
November 25th – Annual “Green Challenge” – Make something from reclaimed lumber. Projects will be 

judged at the Nov. 25th Guild Meeting. 
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Perfect Match Stain Markers 
Gary L. White 

Well here is a new tool for your workshop. Especially, if you ever make something for someone else! 
 
Perfect Match Stain Markers are “empty tubes” made like a felt tip marker.  
 
“Well, Gary, if they are empty, what good are they???”  I’m gettin’ to that.  
 
It is often the case that after you have prepped a project, there are areas on that project that 
are difficult to stain. Maybe it’s the inside of a carved claw foot, or you might even want a crevice 
in a molding to have a darker shade to maximize the shadow effect. But a tool to make this easier 
would be ideal. Or, you have completed a project and given it to a family member or a customer 
and “somehow” there is a ding or a scratch that someone needs to touch up. But the touch-up “must 
match.” Now there is where a marker-type-tool will really come in handy! But you don’t want just 
any Sharpie marker. And possibly the stain that was used was a custom mix (like the finish on my 
kitchen cabinets). In steps the “Perfect Match Stain Markers.” 
 
Once you fill these hollow tubes, they look like and act like a paint pen or a magic marker. They are 
ideal for exact matches for repairs, touch-ups and detailing. The marker has a porous tip that is re-
movable. Momentarily, take it off. On the other end of the marker is an inserted plunger. Take the 
marker and insert the open end into the stain of your choice and pull out on the plunger. Your stain 
fills the marker. Unscrew the plunger from the pen, replace the nib tip on the front end of the mark-
er and then press down on a hard (scrap) surface. Since the tip is porous, the nib will soon allow the 
stain to soak in. The pen is now ready to use. You do know how to use a marker, don’t you? 
 
The basic marker comes with a chisel tip and that probably will do everything you need. However, 
pointed and bullet tips are also available. A nib holder can be screwed onto the back end of the 
marker to keep the extra nibs close at hand. 
 
If you ever do custom work for family, or as part of your business, a marker filled with the stain 
that was used on that project will make an ideal gift to the family member or customer. We all 
know how "family accidents” can damage a piece that was perfect when delivered. And for them to 
be able to touch up where needed is a great asset. 
 
I haven’t checked for availability at our local home stores or paint stores, but you can get these 
markers from their maker, or even from Amazon.com. Here are the web addresses. 
 
http://www.perfectmatchstainmarker.com ($4.95 each; $14.85 – four pack; $1.49 – variety pack of 
nibs) 
http://www.amazon.com/PMSM-Perfect-Match-Stain-Marker/dp/B004WKQ7RY ($7.88 each; 
$17.99 - 4 pack  + S&H) 
Video: http://www.perfectmatchstainmarker.com/videos.php 
 
 

http://www.perfectmatchstainmarker.com
http://www.amazon.com/PMSM-Perfect-Match-Stain-Marker/dp/B004WKQ7RY
http://www.perfectmatchstainmarker.com/videos.php
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If you haven't been following the St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild recently, have we ever been busy!  In 

fact, on January 25, members of the guild were on hand at Heritage Village doing some woodworking, talk-

ing up the guild and showing a new generation of woodworkers how it's done. 

If you missed that,   

don't sweat it. There are lots of opportunities coming up to get involved. 

March 21 - 23: The Woodworking Shows come to the State Fairgrounds in Tampa. We will be there to 

take in the sights and sounds, and maybe to see if some members might be interested in bringing some com-

pleted projects of their own to show off. 

April 22: At this Guild meeting, we will be judging entries in the 2014 2 x 4 contest.  Basically, you build 

something from a standard-issue Home Center 2 x 4, and the winners will get some fabulous prizes! 

May 17: Join us for the Guild Picnic at Lake Seminole Park. We will be there from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Look 

for more details as we get closer to the date. 

November 25: Sure, this is a little out into the future, but this is the meeting where we will judge the entries 

into the annual Green Challenge, where the idea is to build projects from re-purposed lumber. This has prov-

en to be a fun event, and we look forward to seeing the entries this year. 

Remember, you get out of the guild what you put into it. So, if you want to really amp up your guild experi-

ence, be sure to ask about volunteer opportunities at our next meeting - 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 25.  See 

you there! 

  
stpetewoodguild | February 15, 2014 at 7:09 pm | Categories: Events | URL: http://wp.me/p31ZdV-3O  

 

Big events coming up 

by stpetewoodguild 

http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/webapp-shows/Tampa
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/?cat=924
http://wp.me/p31ZdV-3O
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/2014/02/15/big-events-coming-up/
http://stpetewoodguild.com/author/stpetewoodguild/
http://stpetewoodguild.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/philandkids.jpg
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St. Petersburg Woodcrafters Guild 
Membership Application 

 
Date:_________ 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouses Name:___________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________________ State:__________ Zip:______________ 
 
Phone: (____)_______________ Business Phone: (____)________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
What types of woodworking interests you? 
___ Furniture Design ___ Carving ___Crafts ___Toys 
___Furniture Kits ___Turning ___Fret Work ___ Fine Furniture 
Other_________________________________________________________________ 
What Are you interested in learning about as a guild member? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
What type of presentations or demonstrations would you like to see at the monthly meetings? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Would you be willing to help with Guild functions and committees? Yes / No 
If yes, is there any specific committee that interests you? (See back) ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
A guild differs from a club because its members are dedicated to learning, sharing and teach-
ing. 
We thank you for your interest and hope that you will join our guild on share your interest in 
woodworking. 
Monthly meetings are held at Fellowship Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 4301 16th Street 
North,St. Petersburg, Fl. They take place at 7:30 P.M. on the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Decemberis the exception. 
Membership year is February to December. Dues paid during February through June are 
$35.00 
Dues paid during July through November are $25.00. Dues of $35.00 paid in November or 
December will carry through to the end of the following year. Family memberships are $15.00 
each additional family member. Please make payment to : Chris Rau 
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ST PETERSBURG WOODCRAFTERS GUILD 
c/o Grace Lutheran Church 
4301 16th Street North 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33762 

TO: 

The Guild meets every 4th Tuesday 
of the month (except December) at 
7PM in the Grace Lutheran Meet-
ing Hall. 4301 16th Street North on 
the corner of 16th Street N & 
Haines Rd. 

This publication sponsored by: 

 

  Check us out on the web at: 
 
 

http://stpetewoodguild.com/  
And on Facebook 

http://stpetewoodguild.com/

